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The Duban Commitment: Local Government for Biodiversity

The Duban Commitment: Local Government for Biodiversity was developed, founded 
and signed by 20 Local Action for Biodiversity Local Governments:  

Barcelona City Council City of Amsterdam City of Bonn 
City of Cape Town   City of Edmonton City of Johannesburg 
City of Joondalup City of Nagoya City of Tilburg 
City of Zagreb eThekwini Municipality Ekurhuleni Metropolitan 

Municipality 
Ile de France King County Leicester City Council 
Liverpool City Council Municipality of Walvis Bay São Paulo City Hall 
Seoul Metropolitan 
Government 

Waitakere City Council  

as a commitment and model by local government, for local government and the communities 
they serve, to protect and enhance biodiversity at the local level. 

By signing as a party to this Committment,  the City of ..............................................................  
joins these leading local governments from across the world as a partner that acknowledges 
accountability and repsonsibility for the health and well being of their communities through 
protecting biodiversity and recognising its role as the foundation of our existance. 

This Commitment recognises that biodiversity is the variety of life on earth on which human 
well-being is dependent and that biodiversity provides ecosystem services that underpin all of 
our community’s needs. Furthermore, it recognises that the value of biodiversity is multi-
faceted - including economic, tourism, recreational, environmental, heritage, stewardship, 
spiritual, intrinsic, medicinal, and social dimensions. 

Through signing this Commitment we acknowledge that:  
i) Biodiversity is increasingly under pressure with unprecedented rates of loss due to 

human activities and over consumption of natural resources; 
ii) The global trend towards growth in urbanisation is placing ever increasing direct 

pressure on biodiversity at both the local area and through increased resource 
consumption and ecological footprints; 

iii) The impacts of climate change on biodiversity pattern and process will be significant.  
We need to build appropriate programmes to address, mitigate and adapt to these 
changes;  

iv) Future and ongoing human development is dependent on our ability to meet the 
biodiversity challenges we face; 

v) Ecosystem services can play an important role in poverty alleviation and 
consequences of biodiversity loss and ecosystem disruption are harshest for the 
poor;

vi) It is our collective responsibility to reverse the current trends of biodiversity loss; and
vii) Local government, that works most closely with communities and our biodiversity, has 

a critical role and responsibility (globally, nationally and locally)  to ensure that 
biodiversity is conserved, protected, restored and sustainably used for the benefit of 
current and future generations. 

Through signing this Commitment we hereby commit to promoting, increasing and enhancing 
the extent and quality of biodiversity within and beyond our administrative area and 
integrating biodiversity considerations into all aspects of our governance and development 
planning. We also commit to strengthen and prioritise efforts to control invasive alien species, 
to reduce the rate of biodiversity loss and to ensure that no further extinctions of indigenous 
species occur within our area of jurisdiction. 
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It is our intention to:  
i) Regularly publish Biodiversity Reports on the status of biodiversity in our 

administrative area and our progress in protecting biodiversity; 
ii) Contribute towards the formulation of global biodiversity good practice guidelines; 
iii) Develop and implement a local long-term Biodiversity Strategy;
iv) Remain committed to ongoing implementation of that local long-term Biodiversity 

Strategy and to initiate the respective council decisions; 
v) Raise public awareness of biodiversity in all sectors of society;  
vi) Actively engage with, and ensure participation and involvement of all stakeholders; 

and
vii) Actively participate in the ICLEI Local Action for Biodiversity Initiative as the global 

network of local government for biodiversity.  

As a Local Authority, we support efforts to promote greater recognition by national 
governments and international bodies of the critical role local government plays in protecting 
biodiversity at the global level. We recognise our own role within the global environment and 
by signing this Commitment we entrench our dedication to global biodiversity by becoming a 
formal partner to Countdown 2010 by signing the Countdown 2010 Declaration, thereby 
committing to its targets, goals, objectives and principles.   

Please fill in the details below to sign the Durban Commitment:

Signed at: …………………………….. this ……………day of ………………… ………................. 

City name: ………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Signature: ……………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Name / position: …………………………………………………………………………………………  



SAVE BIODIVERSITY www.countdown2010.net

P
lease use this space to describe your specific contribution to the above com

m
itm

ents. U
se a separate page if needed.

Countdown 2010 Declaration
BIODIVERSITY - THE WEB OF LIFE ON EARTH - IS ESSENTIAL TO THE QUALITY OF HUMAN WELL-BEING, AND IT IS A CRUCIAL 

ELEMENT IN SUSTAINING THE SOCIAL, ECONOMIC AND SPIRITUAL DIMENSION OF ALL SOCIETIES WORLDWIDE.  

YET, BIODIVERSITY CONTINUES TO DECLINE. POLITICAL COMMITMENTS HAVE BEEN MADE TO STOP THIS TREND BY 2010. 

FURTHER STEPS NEED TO BE TAKEN TO HONOUR THIS COMMITMENT AND TO TRANSLATE IT INTO ACTION. 

 

We the undersigned will take every practical opportunity to: 

Support the commitments to halt or significantly reduce the 

current rate of biodiversity loss by 2010, made by: 

World Environment Ministers in the Hague Ministerial  

Declaration of the Conference of Parties to the Convention 

on Biological Diversity in the Netherlands 2002;

World Heads of State in the Plan of Implementation at the 

United Nations World Summit on Sustainable Development 

in Johannesburg, South Africa in 2002;

World Heads of State in the United Nations World Summit 

Outcome in New York 2005;

a number of biodiversity related conventions and regional 

processes since 2001.

Encourage decision makers at all levels, in both the public and 

the private sector, to contribute to these commitments and to:

Increase public awareness and participation for biodiversity 

conservation, including the promotion of exemplary activi-

ties towards the 2010 biodiversity target; 

Better integrate biodiversity considerations into all relevant 

sectors of public policy and economy;

Undertake serious efforts to adapt human activities to the 

needs of natural systems;

Support the development of suitable monitoring and indica-

tor tools to assess the state of biodiversity in Europe.

Commit ourselves to encourage and assist decision makers 

and societies in achieving the 2010 biodiversity target, notably 

through:

Actively promoting Countdown 2010 to focus attention and 

mobilise resources for achieving the 2010 biodiversity target;

Significantly reducing our own impact on biodiversity.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

In particular, we will: 

- Develop a long term Biodiversity Plan.

- Promote biodiversity education within the
  Joondalup community through our
  sustainability forums.

- Promote biodiversity within the region
  through regional committees.

- Protect and enhance our wetlands 
  through our Yellagonga Integrated
  Catchment Management Plan.

- Protect and enhance our coastal 
  foreshore through our Coastal Foreshore
  Management Plan.

- Work with our young people through our
  School Connections program - Adopt-A-
  Coastline.

- Work with community groups through our
  Conservation Advisory Committee and
  Sustainability Advisory Committee.

- Monitor the impact on biodiversity 
  through the development of appropriate
  biodiversity KPIs.



Goals and Principles
BY SIGNING THE COUNTDOWN 2010 DECLARATION, AN ORGANISATION BECOMES A PARTNER OF COUNTDOWN 2010. 

PARTNERSHIP IS OPEN TO ORGANISATIONS FROM ALL SECTORS AND LEVELS THAT CAN DEMONSTRATE THEIR COMMITMENT TO 

THE 2010 BIODIVERSITY TARGET. 

Please fill in this form to sign the Countdown 2010 declaration and send it to the Countdown 2010 Secretariat: 

Name of organisation: ........................................................................................................................................................................

Signature:.........................................................  Date:  .......................................................................................................................

Name / Position: .................................................................................................................................................................................

Details of main contact person for Countdown 2010 activities:

Name / Position: .................................................................................................................................................................................

Address: .............................................................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................................................................

Tel:  .....................................................................................................................................................................................................

Fax:  ....................................................................................................................................................................................................

Email:  .................................................................................................................................................................................................

Overarching goal: 

That all governments and 

members of civil society, at 

every level, have taken the 

necessary actions to halt or 

significantly reduce the loss 

of biodiversity by 2010. 

Objectives:

Encourage and support 

the full implementation 

of all the existing binding 

international commitments 

and necessary actions to 

save biodiversity;

Demonstrate clearly what 

progress countries are 

making in meeting the 

2010 biodiversity target; 

Gain maximum public 

attention for the challenge 

of saving biodiversity  

by 2010.

•

•

•

Principles: 

• Science based: all Countdown 2010 work will be 

underpinned by sound science and/or relevant practical 

conservation experience and will be carried out to the 

highest possible standard. 

• Transparency: Countdown 2010 is committed to the 

principle of transparency in process and decision making. 

It will ensure public access to information, while respecting 

individual privacy and institutional confidentiality, as 

appropriate. 

• Subsidiarity: the Countdown 2010 Secretariat will work at 

the most appropriate level (local, national, regional, multi-

regional) and it will only undertake those Countdown 

2010 activities that partners are unable to undertake.

• Autonomy: Countdown 2010 is an independent alliance. 

It is governed by the will of its partners through the 

institutional mechanisms in place (Advisory Board and 

Partners’ Assembly). 
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Countdown 2010 
Secretariat

SAVE BIODIVERSITY

c/o IUCN - The World Conservation Union
64 Boulevard Louis Schmidt1040 Brussels

Belgium
Tel +32 2 739 0320info@countdown2010.netwww.countdown2010.net

SAVE BIODIVERSITY www.countdown2010.net


















