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Introduction 
Background 
The City of Joondalup is committed to conserving, enhancing and rehabilitating the City’s natural 
assets to ensure the long term protection of the environment for future generations.  

Environmental management is a key role of local government. Whilst the responsibility is shared 
with other spheres of government the City of Joondalup implements programs, strategies and 
policies, in partnership with stakeholders and the community, to ensure the sustainable use of 
natural resources, biodiversity conservation, energy and water efficiency and awareness raising of 
environmental issues within the City. 

As the second largest local government in Western Australia, by population, the City of Joondalup 
is responsible for the management of a diverse number of natural and built environments and the 
delivery of numerous services to the community. The City of Joondalup has an important role in 
environmental management and is actively involved in:  

• Working with the community to raise awareness of environmental issues  
• Providing opportunities for community education  
• Developing sustainable waste management options  
• Supporting efficient use of water, energy and other resources  
• Conserving local biodiversity and natural areas  
• Developing partnerships to achieve better environmental outcomes  
• Consideration of environmental outcomes in purchasing decisions 
• Enhancing the natural environment of the City through effective land use planning and 

development control process  
• Including environmental objectives in long term planning decisions 

The City’s innovative approach to environmental management has been recognised locally, 
nationally and internationally as best practice with the following achievements: 

2011 International Awards for Liveable Communities  
Winner of the World’s Most Liveable City Award – Whole of City Award for population 150,001 to 400,000 
 
2011 Western Australian Heritage Awards 
Winner of the Outstanding Interpretation Project That Enhances a Place Category  
 
2011 Western Australia Water Awards  
Winner of the Waterwise Council Category  
 
2012 United Nations of Australia Association’s Environment Day Awards 
Winner of the Local Government – Excellence in Overall Environmental Management Category  
 
2010 Keep Australia Beautiful Sustainable Cities Award  
Winner of the Young Legends Category - Adopt a Coastline Program   
 
Department of Transport’s Local Government TravelSmart Awards 2010 
Winner of the TravelSmart Workplace Category - Green Transport Plan  
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Sustainability Policy 
The City’s Sustainability Policy states that in carrying out its functions as a local government, the 
City of Joondalup will use its best endeavours to meet the needs of current and future generations 
through the integration of environmental protection, social advancement and economic prosperity 
within a sound framework of governance. The Policy also recognises the Precautionary Principle 
which states that avoidance of the risk of serious or irreversible environmental damage should not 
be postponed due to a lack of full, scientific knowledge. The City recognises that while not all the 
information regarding specific environmental threats and pressures is currently available it is still 
necessary for the City to plan, and implement measures to effectively manage the local 
environment.  

Purpose of the Plan 
The City of Joondalup Environment Plan 2014–2019 guides the City’s strategic response to local 
environmental pressures. The purpose of the Plan is to ensure that the City’s operations are 
delivered in an environmentally sustainable manner and that the City takes measures to effectively 
influence positive environmental behaviours within the community.  

The overarching objective of the Environment Plan 2014–2019 is: 

 

To provide ongoing leadership in adaptive environmental management to ensure the sustainable 
use of natural resources and the conservation and enhancement of the City’s natural assets for 
future generations. 

 

Strategic planning context 
The Environment Plan 2014–2019 sits below the City of Joondalup Strategic Community Plan 
Joondalup 2022 and is informed by the key themes and objectives of the Plan. In addition to the 
City’s internal planning framework, the design and content of the Environment Plan 2014–2019 
also aligns to relevant State and Federal policies, plans and strategies that address issues under 
Urban Planning and Sustainability, Biodiversity Conservation, Water Management, Climate 
Mitigation and Waste Management. Details of the relevant State and Federal policies, plans and 
strategies are provided in Appendix 1. 

 

The strategic planning context of the Environment Plan 2014–2019 

Environment Plan 2014–2019 

Joondalup 2022 

Federal policies, plans and strategies 

State policies, plans and strategies 
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Joondalup 2022 Strategic Community Plan 2012 – 2022 
Joondalup 2022 is the City of Joondalup’s long-term strategic planning document that outlines the 
City’s commitment to achieving the vision and aspirations of the community and regional 
stakeholders. The Plan is divided into six themes, one of which is the Natural Environment. 
Joondalup 2022 has established the following aspirational outcome for the management of the 
local environment: 

The City is a global leader in adaptive environmental management. It works closely with the 
community to protect and enhance the natural environment, while celebrating and showcasing its 
natural assets to the world. 

Within the Natural Environment section, Joondalup 2022 also includes a series of objectives to 
guide the management of the City’s local environment into the future, these are: 

 

Environmental resilience: To continually adapt to changing local environmental conditions. 

Community involvement: To build a community that takes ownership of its natural assets and 
supports their ongoing preservation and conservation. 

Accessible environments: To develop an appreciation for local natural assets by providing 
appropriate access to natural areas. 

Environmental leadership: To embrace learning opportunities on an international scale and 
continuously lead by example in our application of new knowledge. 

 

The City of Joondalup’s Environment Plan 2014–2019 is the key mechanism for achieving 
outcomes and objectives within the City’s Strategic Community Plan. 
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Structure of the Environment Plan 2014–2019 
The City’s Environment Plan 2014–2019 will further enhance the City’s management of the local 
environment and provide a greater emphasis on key environmental challenges including climate 
change, biodiversity protection and water conservation. 

The Pressure–State–Response model 
The Environment Plan 2014–2019 utilises the Pressure–State–Response model developed by the 
Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD). The model is based on the 
concept of causality, which is described as human activities exerting pressures on the environment 
which alter the state or condition of the environment. The theory behind the Pressure–State–
Response model is that these pressures can, in principle, be controlled or modified to reduce 
negative impacts on the environment. Under the model, the “state” of the environment is its 
condition at a particular time, and “responses” are the organised actions people take to either 
reduce environmental pressures, or directly improve environmental conditions.  

The Environment Plan 2014–2019 identifies the key pressures and provides the strategic response 
to the major environmental issues affecting the City of Joondalup. The Plan includes a number of 
environmental indicators that will be reported against on an annual basis in order to track the 
progress and effectiveness of the Plan. These performance measures will be included within the 
City’s Annual Report. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Figure 1- The Pressure–State–Response model of environmental change 

 

Themes and pressures  
The Environment Plan 2014–2019 addresses the key environmental pressures for the City of 
Joondalup under five Themes. Sitting below each theme are the key pressures to be addressed by 
the City over the life of the Plan. 

For each of the themes the current state is outlined with recommended responses for 
environmental improvement being provided, in the form of a Plan/Strategy, an Overarching 
Program or a Policy.  

Pressures 

Responses State 



 

9 

 

Whilst separate themes have been included in the Plan it is acknowledged that there are 
interactions and inter-relationships between several of themes discussed within the Environment 
Plan 2014–2019. For example there are strong links between the Biodiversity and Water 
Management themes with the availability of water in wetland ecosystems impacting on the 
biodiversity values of these areas. 

Indicators that will inform ongoing monitoring and reporting of the progress of the Environment 
Plan 2014–2019 are included under each theme. 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2- Themes and pressures addressed in the Environment Plan 2014-2019 
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City of Joondalup Environmental Framework 
 

Achievement of the objectives within the Environment Plan 2014-2019 will be supported through 
the City’s Environmental Framework, shown in Figure 3. The City’s Environmental Framework 
provides high level guidance to the management of the local environment. The Environment Plan 
sets the strategic direction for the City’s environmental management activities.  

Sitting below the Environment Plan are a series of issue specific plans which address key 
environmental issues such as water conservation, climate change and adaptation and biodiversity 
conservation. 

These issue specific plans contain detailed information on the activities that the City will take in 
addressing the key environmental issues affecting the local environment, which includes 
implementation of issue specific plans that address key environmental issues within the City of 
Joondalup. 

 

 

Figure 3- City of Joondalup Environmental Framework 
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Environmental profile 
 

Background 
The City of Joondalup is situated along the Swan Coastal 
Plain, 30 kilometres from the Perth Central Business 
District. The City covers an area of 96 square kilometres 
which encompasses a diverse range of natural areas 
including 17 kilometres of coastal foreshore, a chain of 
wetlands and a variety of bushland ecosystems.  

The City’s southern boundary is located approximately 16 
kilometres from the Perth Central Business District, and is 
bounded by the City of Wanneroo to the east and north, 
the City of Stirling to the south, and the Indian Ocean to 
the west.  

There are a number of regionally, nationally and 
internationally significant natural areas located within or 
adjacent to the City including the Yellagonga Regional 
Park, the Marmion Marine Park, the Neerabup National 
Park and a number of Bush Forever sites which contain 
species of high conservation value. 

Climate 
The City of Joondalup has a Mediterranean type climate 
characterised by hot, dry summers and mild, wet winters. 
Approximately 80 percent of rainfall occurs between the 
months of May and September. 

Wind conditions during the summer depend on anti-
cyclonic conditions. During the average summer’s day the eastern wind is predominant, modified 
by sea/land breezes. During the winter, wind conditions are variable; however, cyclonic conditions 
with the possibility of storms bring mostly north-west to south-west prevailing winds. 

Future Climates 
The effects of climate change will vary in scale and nature across the globe but will impact on 
temperature, rainfall, intensity and frequency of extreme weather events, wind strength and 
patterns, and ocean temperatures and currents. 
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The City has identified a climate change scenario (based on the best available scientific research) 
to provide a picture of what the climate will be like in the City of Joondalup in 2070 compared to 
1990. 

In 2070, it is expected that the City of Joondalup will have hotter, drier and windier summers with 
the number of days over 35°C nearly doubling. Winters will be drier, warmer and less windy as a 
result of fewer low pressure systems1

Landform 

. 

The City of Joondalup occupies part of the Swan Coastal Plain and has an undulating landscape 
formed by depositional material of Aeolian origin. The area consists of two geomorphic systems 
situated parallel to the present coastline. These are the Spearwood Dunes, consisting of three sub-
systems known as Karrakatta, Cottesloe and the newer Quindalup Dunes along the present 
coastline. 

The Spearwood Dunes System consists of a core of massive Tamala Limestone overlain by yellow 
to brown sand mainly consisting of quartz. The System has two distinctly different landscapes. On 
the western side, the Cottesloe Unit consists of shallow sands and exposed limestone in many 
places, while on the eastern side the Karrakatta Unit has deep sand features.  

The Quindalup Dune System consists of calcareous sand and occurs in both linear beach ridges 
and parabolic dune formations, arranged parallel to the coastline. The core of this system is also 
composed of Tamala Limestone, which is out-cropping in a number of places particularly along the 
shoreline at Marmion, Ocean Reef and Burns Beach. Soil developed on this system is relatively 
poor quality and the vegetation type consists mainly of scrub or heath formations. 

Water resources 
The City relies on both scheme and groundwater resources. Scheme water is used within 
community buildings and facilities and administrative buildings. Groundwater is used to irrigate the 
City’s parks and open spaces. Both scheme and groundwater resources are under pressure from a 
drying climate and are both sourced from the Gnangara Groundwater System.  

 
Scheme Water 

All scheme water used in the City is sourced from the superficial aquifer of the Gnangara 
Groundwater System. A significant area of the City is defined as a Priority 3 Drinking Water Source 
Area as groundwater extracted from this area is used to supply public drinking water through the 
Integrated Water Supply Scheme (IWSS). The IWSS consists of three sources: dams (surface 
water), groundwater (Gnangara and Jandakot aquifers) and desalination (sea water). Currently, 35 
– 50 per cent of water sourced for the IWSS is from groundwater. 

 

 

                                                

 

 
1 CSIRO (2007) 
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Groundwater 
The City of Joondalup's water supply is largely dependent on groundwater resources. There are 
three groundwater formations within the City of Joondalup. These are the Leederville Formation, 
the Yarragadee Formation and the superficial formation known as the Gnangara Mound. An 
important groundwater resource for the Perth Metropolitan Region, the Gnangara Mound is a large 
source of water used for public and private supply. This good quality groundwater is generally 
unconfined, fresh and easily accessible, usually at depths up to 50 metres below the surface.   

The City of Joondalup contains part of a distinct linear wetland system. It extends from Lake 
Goollelal and Lake Joondalup in the south within the City of Joondalup, north through Lakes 
Neerabup, Nowergup and Carabooda to Loch McNess in the Yanchep Regional Park, within the 
City of Wanneroo. Lakes Goollelal and Joondalup form part of Yellagonga Regional Park. 
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City of Joondalup natural environment 
The range of environmental areas within the City are characterised into zones according to the 
specific landform and vegetation types which exists within each area. The three main biodiversity 
zones within the City are the Wetland Zone, Coastal Zone and Bushland Zone.  

Wetland Zone 
The Wetland Zone comprises of a chain of conservation–category wetlands alongside the City’s 
eastern boundary. The wetlands consist of Lake Goollelal, Lake Joondalup and Wallaburnup and 
Beenyup Swamps. The Wetland Zone is located within the Yellagonga Regional Park and contains 
some of the oldest and last remaining freshwater wetland systems along the Swan Coastal Plain  

The Wetland Zone provides habitat for several fish, frog and reptile species and a number of 
indigenous bird species and mammals have also been identified within the area. The vegetation 
within the Wetland Zone has been fragmented due to development and weed invasion, however a 
number of significant plant species have been recorded within the Yellagonga Regional Park.  

The dominant species include flooded gum (Eucalyptus rudis), freshwater paperbark (Melaleuca 
raphiophylla) and red eyed wattle (Acacia cyclops). The aquatic vegetation predominantly consists 
of rushes and reeds. The fringing upland vegetation consists of species typical of the Spearwood 
Dune System including open jarrah and marri forest with scattered tuarts. The fringing wetland 
vegetation has been identified as having a high conservation value, despite weed invasion and 
altered water regimes.  

 

  
A slender tree frog (Litoria adelaidensis) in the Wetland Zone 

Coastal Zone 
The City’s Coastal Zone extends from Marmion in the City’s south to Burns Beach in the north and 
includes 17 kilometres of coastal foreshore, limestone cliffs, rocks and reefs, white sand dunes and 
beaches. The Coastal Zone is one of the City’s most valuable assets and has been recognised for 
its conservation significance with areas being protected under Bush Forever. This area is also 
greatly utilised by the local community, visitors and tourists for its recreational and aesthetic 
opportunities. 

The shore and offshore islands of the Coastal Zone provide resting and breeding sites for a variety 
of species of seabirds, including several migratory species which are protected under international 
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treaties including the Japan Australia Migratory Birds Agreement and the China Australia Migratory 
Birds Agreement. The coastal area has also been identified as an important habitat for a variety of 
reptile species. 

 

 
Grey saltbush (Atriplex cinerea) in the Coastal Zone 

Bushland Zone 
The City’s Bushland Zone comprises of protected open space areas east of Padbury and Craigie 
including Craigie Open Space, Pinnaroo Valley, Hepburn Heights and Lilburne Reserve. Together 
these areas represent approximately 4 square kilometres of adjoining bushland reserves. In 
addition, the City manages over 500 hectares of natural areas in 108 reserves containing 
significant flora and fauna species and ecological communities. 

 

 
Various flora species in the City’ Bushland Zone 
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Theme 1 — Biodiversity Management 
Objective 
To provide long-term protection and enhancement of the City’s biodiversity through adaptive 
management and the delivery of targeted projects and programs. 

 

The diverse range of natural areas located within the City of Joondalup support an abundance of 
plant and animals species. The long-term protection of biodiversity values within the City is critical 
to ensuring the conservation of unique habitat which supports iconic local species such as the 
Long-necked Tortoise, Carnaby’s Cockatoo and Graceful Sunmoth. 

The protection and enhancement of biodiversity within the City also benefits the community 
through the provision of ecological services such as the capture of carbon dioxide, cooling of urban 
environments and a number of recreational and cultural experiences. 

 

Biodiversity Management Pressures 
There are a number of pressures that pose a risk to the City’s biodiversity. Development and other 
human activities threaten to affect the long-term protection and conservation of biodiversity values 
within the City.  

The main pressures that threaten biodiversity within the City of Joondalup include the following: 

 

 

Pressure - Invasive species 
The City of Joondalup boasts large areas of bushland, many of which are recognised as having 
local and regional significance; however the invasion of weeds threatens the diversity of these 
natural areas. Weeds are a key management issue for the City’s natural areas and threaten the 
biodiversity values they contain. Weeds can displace native plant species, harbour pests and 

Biodiversity Management 

Invasive species 

Altered Fire Regime 

Pathogens 

Fragmentation and degradation 

Climate change 

Introduced animals 



 

17 

 

diseases and create fuel loads for fire. Weeds also alter the structure and distribution of plant 
communities which has a negative impact on native flora and fauna.2

Weeds are commonly introduced and distributed within bushland areas through the dispersal of 
seed by wind and animals and birds, through dumping of garden refuse and through the use of 
machinery in natural areas. The Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation 
(CSIRO) estimates that an average of 10 weed species are established in Australia each year, 70 
per cent of which are likely to have escaped from private or public (botanic) gardens.

 

3

Weeds can also become established wherever the environment is disturbed or altered, through 
unauthorised access by people, vehicles and animals and through frequent fire events. 

 

 

 
Common weed species in the City of Joondalup — One-leaf Cape Tulip (Moraea flaccida) 

 

Weeds are one of the key environmental threats to natural areas in the City of Joondalup. The City 
of Joondalup contains 234 identified weed species, including 18 declared pest plants and six 
Weeds of National Significance. Effective weed management is required to ensure that measures 
are taken to prevent, monitor and control the spread of weeds within the City.  

The City has undertaken monitoring of the density of environmental weeds within reserves since 
2004/05. At this time, the average density of environmental weeds within natural areas was 33%. 
Since monitoring commenced, a number of weed control measures have been put in place which 
has led to a significant reduction in the density of weeds within the City. In 2012/13 surveys 
demonstrated that average weed density within City reserves was 11%.  

Pressure – Altered Fire Regimes 
Fire is an important natural feature of the Western Australian landscape. Fire helps to shape the 
diversity of plant communities with many native plants having developed fire-related adaptations 
over time, for example many species require fire to enable flowering or seed germination.  

                                                

 

 
2 DSEWPC (2012) 
3 Natural Resource Management Ministerial Council (2007) 
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Human activity such as accidents and arson has resulted in increased incidences of fire within 
many urban bushland reserves. Increased frequent burning has devastating effects on biodiversity 
in urban bushland reserves as altered fire regimes affect the floristic composition and structure of 
vegetation and fauna of bushland reserves. Frequent burning also encourages growth of highly 
flammable and invasive weeds.  

Natural regeneration is also prevented due to increased frequency of fire regimes. Seeding species 
of plants do not have enough time to flower and set seed whilst re-sprouting species do not have 
time to build up enough food stores to allow re-sprouting of buds.  

Following the event of a fire, natural areas are vulnerable to invasive weed species. Therefore 
active management of these areas is vital following a fire in order to ensure native species are not 
competing with weeds for nutrients, space and water4

Many of the natural areas within the City of Joondalup are affected by seasonal fires, with the 
majority being small spot fires. However a number of natural areas have been affected by major 
fires in recent years. Reserves that have experienced one or more major fire event within recent 
years including Warwick Open Space, Central Park, Joondalup and Yellagonga Regional Park, 
Joondalup. 

. 

 

 
Central Park, Joondalup after a fire in January 2011 

 

Fire management is a key responsibility for local government. Planning for fire management and 
the implementation of prevention, preparedness and recovery strategies ensure that the risk to 
property and life and the natural values of bushland is reduced.  

The City’s aims in regard to Fire Management are to: 

• protect life, property and environment; 
• fulfil obligations under the fire related legislation; 
• maintain and enhance biodiversity values within natural areas; 

                                                

 

 
4 Western Australia Local Government Association (2009)  
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• ensure long term survival of native wildlife populations; and 
• minimise adverse impacts on regional air quality. 

Pressure – Pathogens 
Organisms such as fungi, bacteria and viruses that cause plant diseases are known as pathogens. 
Whilst some pathogens are naturally occurring within soil populations, others have been introduced 
to the environment through the movement of plant materials and soils.  

The presence of pathogens such as Phytophthora sp (dieback) and Armillaria (honey fungus) 
within the City poses a serious risk to the biodiversity values within natural areas.  

 

 
    Dieback-affected trees in the City of Joondalup 

 

Vegetated areas within the City are at risk from pathogens which poses a serious threat to the 
biodiversity values within the City’s parks and bushland areas. Effective pathogen management is 
required to ensure that measures are taken to mitigate the effects and limit the spread of 
pathogens within the City.   

Whilst the City has had some known or suspected outbreaks of pathogens in recent years, the 
actual extent of pathogens within the City’s vegetated areas is unknown. The City has however 
developed a Pathogen Management Plan which establishes the level of risk of pathogen 
infestation within City parks and natural areas. The Plan provides guidance on management 
procedures and staff training that should be employed to reduce the spread of pathogens and 
strategies to engage the community in order to raise the awareness of pathogens within the City. A 
key component of the Plan is the Pathogen Mapping and Sampling Program which aims to 
establish the actual extent of pathogens within the City by undertaking ground truthing and soil 
sampling within parks and natural areas. 

Pressure – Fragmentation and Degradation 
Removal of native vegetation, both historic and current, is a major threatening process affecting 
biodiversity in Western Australia. Removal of large areas of native vegetation fragments the 
landscape, leaving behind small and unconnected remnants of native vegetation resulting in many 
flora and fauna communities becoming threatened; often resulting in a loss of biodiversity. 

Clearing in the Greater Perth Metropolitan Region has resulted in a number of environmental 
issues including enhanced spread of weed species and exacerbated soil erosion, reduced 
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biological diversity, fragmentation and has also contributed to reduced carbon stores of 
greenhouse gases5

The City of Joondalup manages more than 500 hectares of bushland with many areas being 
recognised for their regional significance. The continual protection of areas of native vegetation 
through the use of planning mechanisms as well as on ground management is vital to conserving 
and enhancing biodiversity within the City. 

 

 

 
    Coastal development in the City of Joondalup 

 

Pressure – Introduced Animals 
The presence of pest animals within natural areas can lead to major environmental impacts. Many 
pest animals cause significant damage to ecosystems such as severe land degradation, soil 
erosion, poor water quality and the spread of weeds. Competition, habitat destruction and 
predation by pest animals threaten the survival of many of Australia’s native plants and animals.  

Introduced animals such as cats, foxes, rabbits, birds and bees inhabit the City’s bushland, 
wetland and coastal areas. Foxes within the Yellagonga Regional Park pose a significant threat to 
the population of Oblong long-necked tortoise that is native to the area with eggs being taken 
during breeding months. 

 

The European Rabbit is common within the City’s coastal and bushland areas and has the 
potential to damage large areas of native vegetation. Rabbits also reduce the effectiveness of 
bushland rehabilitation activities by feeding on newly planted seedlings. 

Domestic animals such as dogs can also cause damage to the City’s natural environment, 
particularly when exercised unleashed within natural areas. Dogs can chase and harass native 
fauna often resulting in stress and harm to the animals. 

                                                

 

 
5 Environmental Protection Authority (2007) 
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Domestic cats have the potential to cause significant environmental harm when enabled to roam 
within natural areas. Predation of wildlife by domestic cats is known to have serious impacts on the 
population of native mammals, reptiles and birds within bushland areas along the Swan Coastal 
Plain.  

 
Predation of tortoise eggs within Yellagonga Regional Park 

 

Pressure – Climate Change 
Australia’s unique biodiversity, already under threat from a wide range of stressors, will face further 
impacts into the future as a result of a changing climate.  

Biodiversity is one of the most vulnerable sectors to climate change and many of Australia’s most 
valued and iconic natural areas and the rich biodiversity they support will be subject to the impacts 
associated with climate change. 

The south-west region of Western Australia has been identified as one area which is significantly 
vulnerable to the impacts of climate change. Increased temperatures, reduced rainfall, sea level 
rise and increased frequency and severity of storm events are likely to be experienced within the 
City of Joondalup. 

A number of threats associated with the effects of climate change are likely to impact the City’s 
biodiversity. The key impacts include6

• Increased potential and frequency for bush fires. 

: 

• Reduced water available for wetland ecosystems. 
• Loss of species. 
• Disruption to breeding patterns and distribution of certain species. 
• Water quality issues. 
• Less recharge to groundwater systems. 
• Increased competition between agricultural, urban and environmental needs. 
• Loss of foreshore and dune area. 

                                                

 

 
6 Climate Commission (2011) 



 

22 

 

• Disruption in the breeding patterns and distribution of certain species. 
• Damage and loss of vegetation. 
• Increased erosion. 

 

 
Coastal erosion along the City of Joondalup coastline 

 

State of Biodiversity Management within the City of Joondalup 
There are a variety of regionally, nationally and internationally significant natural areas located 
within the City including the Yellagonga Regional Park and a number of Bush Forever sites which 
contain species of high conservation value.  

The City of Joondalup encompasses approximately 9600 hectares of land in the northern corridor 
of Perth. Around 1390 hectares is vegetated with native flora across natural bushland areas, 17 
kilometres of coastal foreshore, and a chain of linear wetlands, as shown in Figure 4. Of the total 
vegetated area approximately 1240 hectares or >85% is protected under the City’s District 
Planning Scheme and/or the State Government’s Bush Forever Strategy. 

The City of Joondalup actively manages over 500 hectares of natural areas, the remainder is 
managed by state government and private land owners. 

Increasing protection of ecological communities within the City of Joondalup will ensure that the 
City’s ecosystems and biological diversity, as well as the numerous benefits deriving from 
biodiversity are conserved for future generations. 
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Figure 4- Natural Areas within the City of Joondalup 
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Biodiversity Management Responses 
In order to address the threats to biodiversity within the City’s natural environment and to achieve 
the objectives within the Environment Plan 2014-2019 the following strategic environmental 
initiatives will be undertaken over the life of the Plan.  

 

Response Description Response 
Type 

Threat 
Addressed 

Natural Area 
Management 
Plans 

Continue to develop Natural Areas Management 
Plans to improve the strategic management of the 
City’s native vegetation and ecosystems. 

Plan/ Strategy All 

Yellagonga 
Integrated 
Catchment 
Management Plan 
2014 -2018 

Implement the new Yellagonga Catchment 
Management Plan to ensure the long term protection 
of the Yellagonga Wetlands with a focus on 
addressing the current and future impacts of climate 
change. 

Plan/ Strategy All 

Coastal Foreshore 
Natural Areas 
Management Plan 

Implement the City’s Coastal Foreshore Natural 
Areas Management Plan to protect and enhance the 
native vegetation within the City’s coastal foreshore 
areas. 

Plan/ Strategy All 

Think Green 
Environmental 
Education 
Program  

Through the Think Green Environmental Education 
Program continue to raise the awareness of threats 
to biodiversity within the community and inform the 
community on actions that can be taken to reduce 
these threats. 

Overarching 
Program 

All 

Weed 
Management Plan 
2014-2019 

Implement the City’s Weed Management Plan to 
provide guidance on weed surveying and monitoring, 
priority weeds species control and seasonal weed 
control measures. 

Plan/ Strategy Invasive 
Species 

Fire Management 
Plan 2015-2020 

Develop and implement an overarching City of 
Joondalup Fire Management Plan to provide a 
coordinated approach to minimising the risk of fire 
within Natural Areas. 

Plan/ Strategy Altered Fire 
Regimes 

Pathogen 
Management Plan 
2013-2016 

Implement the City’s Pathogen Management Plan to 
provide guidance on pathogen management, control 
measures, staff training and to inform the 
development of community education strategies 
regarding pathogens. 

Undertake a major review of the Pathogen 
Management Plan in 2015-16. 

Plan/ Strategy Pathogens 
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Response Description Response 
Type 

Threat 
Addressed 

Schedule 5 of the 
City’s District 
Planning Scheme 

 

Undertake a review of Schedule 5 of the City’s 
District Planning Scheme in order to determine 
priority reserves for protection, as informed by 
bushland condition assessments. 

Policy Fragmentation  
and 

Degradation 

Vegetation 
Retention Policy 

Develop and implement a Vegetation Retention 
Policy to encourage the retention of natural 
landforms and native vegetation within the City of 
Joondalup. 

Policy Fragmentation 
and 

Degradation 

Feral Animal 
Management 
Program 

Continue to implement management actions to 
address the environmental impacts of domestic and 
pest animals within the City’s natural areas. 

Overarching 
Program 

Introduced 
Animals 

Coastal Adaptation 
Planning and 
Implementation 
Project  

Implement the Coastal Adaptation Planning and 
Implementation Project to ensure that the outcomes 
of the City’s Coastal Vulnerability Studies are 
integrated into City policies, planning and 
maintenance schedules and Capital Works Programs 
where relevant. 

Overarching 
Program 

Climate 
Change 

Climate Change 
Strategy 2014 - 
2019 

The Climate Change Strategy provides guidance on 
the City’s climate change management activities over 
the next five years. It addresses climate change 
mitigation and adaptation and has both a corporate 
and community focus. One of the key focus areas is 
the Natural Environment. 

Plan/ Strategy Climate 
Change 

Implementation of 
State Coastal 
Planning Policy 2.6 

Implement the State Coastal Planning Policy 2.6 
when approving developments under the City’s Local 
Planning Scheme. SCPP 2.6 provides guidance for 
decision making within the coastal zone including 
managing development and land use change; 
establishment of foreshore reserves; and protection, 
conservation and enhancement of coastal values.  

Policy Climate 
Change 

Strategic 
Partnerships 

Investigate opportunities to partner with 
stakeholders, industry groups and research 
institutions to enable the City to build capacity and 
gain information relating to best practice approaches 
to environmental management 

Overarching 
Program 

All 
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Biodiversity Management Indicators 
Biodiversity indicators are used to assess the condition of the City’s natural environment and to 
track the progress and effectiveness of implemented projects and initiatives. Indicators are 
monitored on an annual basis and this information is included within the City’s Annual Report. 

 

Indicator 1  

Annual density of 
environmental weeds 
(%) within City of 
joondalup Natural Areas 

Source  

Measured on three transects (a line 
along which environmental data is 
collected). Ten of the City's reserves 
are assessed on an annual basis. 

Aspirational 
Trend 

Decrease 

Reportable 
Period  

 2014 -2019 

Indicator 2 

Percentage of natural 
areas protected within 
City reserves (ha) 

Source  

Areas included in the City’s District 
Planning Scheme Schedule 5 and City 
of Joondalup Bush Forever sites. 

 

Aspirational 
Trend 

Increase 

Reportable 
Period  

2014 -2019 

Indicator 3 

Vegetation Condition of 
City of Joondalup Major 
Conservation Areas. 

(% of area in pristine, 
excellent, very good, 
good, degraded or 
completely degraded 
condition) 

Source  

Assessed through floristic surveys 
undertaken within City of Joondalup 
Major Conservation Areas utilising the 
Keighery Scale, a tool used to rate the 
condition of vegetation from pristine to 
completely degraded. 

Aspirational 
Trend 

Not Applicable 

(Floristic surveys 
are undertaken 
once every five 
years which 
does not allow 
for annual 
comparison of 
condition) 

Reportable 
Period  

2018-19 
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Theme 2 — Water Management 
Objective 
To manage the City’s water resources in a sustainable manner in order to decrease water 
consumption, increase efficiency and improve water quality. 

 

As a local government, the City relies heavily on both scheme and groundwater resources. 
Scheme water is used within the City’s buildings and facilities whilst groundwater is used for the 
irrigation of parks and reserves managed by the City.  Groundwater is sourced from the superficial 
(shallow) aquifers in the Gnangara Groundwater System. 

The City has demonstrated its ongoing commitment to balancing its own use of water resources 
and encouraging water efficiency within the community. The City Water Plan 2012-2015 outlines a 
coordinated approach for the City to sustainably manage water resources within City operations 
and the community including the setting of targets. As a water user, facility manager, land-use 
planning authority and community educator, the City is well placed to demonstrate leadership and 
contribute to sustainable water management. 

Water resources are an integral component of the natural environment. Water provides the basis 
for all forms of life; supports biodiversity and provides important habitats. Ecosystem health is 
dependent upon sufficient water within the environment to support its biodiversity and habitats.  

Water available to the environment has reduced in many areas due to extraction of water for 
human consumption and also impacts of a drying climate. As water becomes less readily available 
it is important that water resources are managed responsibly to maintain sufficient water within the 
environment to ensure ecosystem viability. Both the City’s bushland areas and wetland areas are 
currently and are likely to continue to be under pressure due to reduced water availability. 

Water quality is also important for ecosystem health particularly in the City’s wetland areas. Poor 
water quality can affect biodiversity health and can cause algal blooms, reduced reproduction rates 
and flora and fauna death. 

As such, the City of Joondalup recognises the importance of the sustainable and responsible use 
of water within its operations and facilities, and the need to promote water conservation, water 
efficiency and water quality within the community.  
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Water Management Pressures 
The City undertakes its water management activities in the context of a number of pressures 
including requirements to reduce water consumption, a drying climate, increased provision of 
services and facilities and the impact of pollutants on receiving water bodies from the urban 
environment. 

The main pressures that threaten water resources within the City of Joondalup are shown in the 
diagram below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Increased provision of services and facilities 
The City’s population has increased by almost 5% in the past ten years. The growing population 
has increased demand for services and facilities within the City. With an expected increase in 
population across the Perth-Peel Region from 1.65 million to 2.2 million by 20317

Pressure – Reduced water availability 

, demand for 
water resources is set to increase considerably. As water availability decreases and demand 
increases it is essential that the City takes steps to use water resources in a responsible manner 
while maintaining the delivery of high quality services and facilities for the community. To achieve 
this, the City aims to improve both water conservation and efficiency. 

The south-west of Western Australia has experienced a 15% reduction in rainfall since the mid-
1970s.8

                                                

 

 
7 Department of Planning & Western Australian Planning Commission. (2010) 

 Reduced rainfall has resulted in a significant decrease in the annual stream flow into Perth 
dams. Between 1911 and 1974 average annual stream inflow into Perth’s dams was 338 Gigalitres 
(GL); between 2006 and 2012 it was only 65.8GL, representing approximately an 80% decrease. 

8 IOCI (2010) 

Water Management 

Increased provision of services and facilities 

Reduced water availability 

Water regulation 

Pollutants 
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Reduced stream flow has also impacted on recharge to groundwater aquifers with water levels in 
the Gnangara Groundwater System declining. This system supports some of the City’s key 
environmental assets including the Yellagonga Wetlands. 

Future climate change will lead to a hotter drier climate with less rainfall and increased evaporation 
rates further reducing water availability. This will put pressure on both environmental water 
requirements, which may impact on biodiversity management, and water resource management.  

Pressure – Water Regulation 
Reduced stream inflow has affected water availability for the Perth Metropolitan Area and has led 
to increased pressure on groundwater resources. The region’s reliance on groundwater has 
resulted in more stringent management and monitoring of groundwater use by the State 
Government which has meant large users such as the local government sector have had to adapt 
and significantly reduce groundwater use. 

The Department of Water is facilitating reform of water resources legislation to ensure a more 
equitable, transparent and sustainable approach to groundwater allocations and management. 
Local governments will need to prepare for the possibility of changes to the amount of groundwater 
that is available for use for irrigation purposes as well as possible changes to management and 
monitoring processes. 

Pressure – Pollutants 
The interface between surface water, including wetlands, coastal waters and groundwater in the 
City means that water quality management is an important issue. Water quality can be negatively 
impacted through drainage operations, maintenance works (including street sweeping) and 
management of waterways and public open space. Within the community the application of 
fertilisers, waste management, vehicle use and interaction with waterways can also lead to a 
reduction in the quality of water of receiving environments. 

The City has shared management responsibility for conservation category wetlands within 
Yellagonga Regional Park and also manages a number of constructed (artificial) wetlands located 
within City parks and public open space. 

Poor water quality can significantly affect the health of wetland and aquatic systems with increased 
levels of metals and nutrients within the water bodies leading to algal blooms, disease and the loss 
of fauna and vegetation communities. 

 

State of Water Management within the City of Joondalup 
The City relies on both scheme and groundwater resources. Scheme water is used within 
community buildings and facilities and administrative buildings. Groundwater is used to irrigate the 
City’s parks and open spaces. Both scheme and groundwater resources are under pressure from a 
drying climate and are both sourced from the Gnangara Groundwater System. The use of 
alternative water sources, to substitute scheme and groundwater, will be investigated by the City 
as it adapts to a drying climate. Maintaining water quality is also important as wetlands provide 
important local amenity and ecological values. 
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    City of Joondalup Craigie Leisure Centre 

 

State – Corporate Scheme Water Consumption 
Corporate scheme water refers to water sourced from the Integrated Water Supply Scheme 
(IWSS) that is used within City buildings and facilities. In 2012/13 the City used 72,815kL of 
scheme water which was equivalent to 44kL per capita.  

Over the past few years this consumption has increased slightly. See Figure 5. 

 
Figure 5- Annual Corporate Scheme water consumption (kL) 
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State – Community Scheme Water Consumption 
Community Scheme water is residential water use sourced from the Integrated Water Supply 
Scheme (IWSS). Consumption data is sourced from the Water Corporation. Community Scheme 
water use for 2012/13 was 18,847,810kL which is equivalent to 115kL per capita. 

At the residential level the average water consumption per household was 314.62 kL in 2011/12. 
Consumption decreased to 303.86 kL in 2012/13; however still remained higher than the Perth 
Average of 277 kL. Iluka had the highest annual consumption per unit of 370.11 kL, followed by 
Connolly and Woodvale, whilst the suburbs of Beldon, Craigie, Heathridge, and Padbury were 
below the Perth Average in 2012/13. See Figure 6. 

 

 
Figure 6- City of Joondalup Average Water Use by Suburb (2012/13) 

 

Suburbs with a greater number of high density residential dwellings recorded less water use per 
unit. Analysis of residential water consumption by suburb assists the City to run targeted 
campaigns for water conservation. 

State – Groundwater Consumption 
The City utilises groundwater for irrigation of parks and public opens spaces. The City has been 
monitoring its groundwater use since 2007. Through the implementation of water efficiency 
measures such as ecozoning, hydrozoning and the use of water reducing technologies 
groundwater consumption has reduced by 37% since 2008/09 with usage remaining within the 
City’s groundwater allocation limits, as shown in Figure 7. Groundwater use for 2012/13 was 
3,319,673kL which equates to 20.21L per capita. 
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Figure 7- Annual groundwater consumption and City’s annual water allocation 

 

State – Water Quality 
The City in partnership with the City of Wanneroo undertakes regular water quality monitoring of 
the Yellagonga Wetlands as part of the implementation of the Yellagonga Integrated Catchment 
Management Plan. Testing and analysis has identified water quality issues associated with current 
and historical land use of the area including increased levels of nutrients and pollutants within the 
system. 

Monitoring of the area will be undertaken on an ongoing basis and management strategies will be 
implemented to improve the water quality of the Catchment Area. 

 

 
Yellagonga Wetlands 
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Water Management Responses 
In order to address the pressures, improve the state of the City’s water resources and achieve the 
objectives of the Environment Plan 2014-2019 the following strategic environmental initiatives will 
be undertaken over the life of the Plan.  

 

Response Description Response 
Type 

Threat 
Addressed 

City Water Plan 
2012 -2015 

Implement the City Water Plan to provide a 
coordinated approach to the management of water 
resources within City. 

The City Water Plan identifies the main water related 
issues impacting the City (including climate change) 
and sets objectives for scheme and groundwater 
conservation, water quality and quantity 
improvement.  

Undertake a major review in 2015/2016. 

Plan/ Strategy All 

Think Green 
Environmental 
Education 
Program 

Through the Think Green Environmental Education 
Program continue to raise awareness of water 
conservation and quality issues within the community 
and inform the community on actions that can be 
taken to reduce water use and improve water quality. 

Overarching 
Program 

Reduced 
Water 

Availability 

Think Green – 
Office Program 

Continue to implement the Think Green – Office 
Program, a cultural change program targeting City 
staff to promote more sustainable behaviours and 
attitudes within their everyday work life.   

Overarching 
Program 

All 

Climate Change 
Strategy 2014 - 
2019 

Implement the Climate Change Strategy to provide 
guidance for the City on climate change 
management activities over the next five years.  

Plan/ Strategy Reduced 
Water 

Availability 

Yellagonga 
Integrated 
Catchment 
Management Plan 
2014 -2018 

Implement the new Yellagonga Catchment 
Management Plan to ensure the long term protection 
of the Yellagonga Wetlands with a focus on 
addressing the current and future impacts of climate 
change. 

Plan/ Strategy Reduced 
Water 

Availability / 
Pollutants 

Stormwater 
Management 
Policy 

Implement the Stormwater Management Policy to 
provide guidance on matters relating to stormwater 
planning and maintenance including the protection of 
environmental, social and economic values, and the 
integration of water sensitive design principles into 
planning and development within the City.  

The Stormwater Management Policy will be reviewed 
in 2014/15. 

Policy Reduced 
Water 

Availability / 
Pollutants 

Strategic 
Partnerships 

Investigate opportunities to partner with 
stakeholders, industry groups and research 
institutions to enable the City to build capacity and 
gain information relating to best practice approaches 
to environmental management. 

Overarching 
Program 

All 
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Water Management Indicators 
The following indicators will be monitored annually to determine the continued state of the City’s 
water resources and the effectiveness of the City’s responses. 

 

Indicator 1   

Total Corporate Scheme 
Water Consumption 
(kL/yr) 

 

 

Source  

Consumption data provided through 
Planet Footprint Reporting utilising 
Water Corporation billing information. 

Aspirational 
Trend 

 

Decrease 

Reportable 
Period  

 2014-2019 

Indicator 2 

Corporate Scheme 
Water Consumption per 
capita (kL/yr) 

 

Source  

Consumption data provided through 
Planet Footprint Reporting utilising 
Water Corporation billing information. 
Population data provided by i.d 
community profile. 

 

Aspirational 
Trend 

 

Decrease 

Reportable 
Period  

 

2014-2019 

Indicator 3 

Average Community 
Scheme Water 
Consumption by Suburb 
(kL/household/yr) 

 

Source  

Data provided annually by the Water 
Corporation. 

Aspirational 
Trend 

 

Decrease 

Reportable 
Period  

 

2014-2019 

 

Indicator 4 

Total Corporate 
Groundwater 
Consumption (kL/yr) 

(This indicator measures 
water used by the City 
for irrigation purposes 
and does not include 
private groundwater use) 

Source  

Data collected through monthly 
monitoring of City groundwater bores. 

Aspirational 
Trend 

 

Decrease 

Reportable 
Period  

 

2014-2019 
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Theme 3 — Climate Change 
Mitigation 
Objective 
To reduce energy consumption and greenhouse gas emissions by the City and the community to 
mitigate the effects of climate change. 

 

The burning of fossil fuels (such as coal, oil and natural gas) that creates the energy needed to run 
buildings, homes, cars, business, and industry also creates greenhouse gas emissions. The 
concentration of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere has increased and has resulted in a 
warming of the atmosphere which has and will continue to have a wide ranging effect on weather 
patterns and climate systems9

The City of Joondalup has been working with the community to reduce energy and greenhouse 
gas emissions for over a decade and has implemented a number of projects and programs with a 
focus on energy efficiency and greenhouse gas reduction. Since 2007 the City’s net emissions 
have decreased by 20% through the implementation of energy and greenhouse saving actions. 
The City of Joondalup is committed to continuing to work in partnership with stakeholders and the 
community to reduce greenhouse gas emissions to mitigate the effects of climate change. 

.  

 

Climate Change Mitigation Pressures 
There are four key pressures that impact on the City’s ability to mitigate climate change: increased 
provision of services and facilities, available technologies and the City’s capacity to implement 
change. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pressure – Increased provision of services and facilities 
 

                                                

 

 
9 CSIRO (2011) 

Climate Change Mitigation 

 Increased provision of services and facilities 
 

Available Technologies 

 
Capacity for Change 

Changing Behaviour 
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Pressure – Increased provision of services and facilities 
The City uses energy to power its buildings, community facilities, street lights, public open space 
lighting, and light and heavy fleet vehicles.  

Between 2001 and 2012 the City’s population has increased by over 5%10

Pressure – Available technologies 

 increasing demand for 
services and facilities within the City. With some increased population expected it is essential that 
the City takes steps to manage and reduce its energy consumption while maintaining community 
facilities and service delivery. To achieve this, the City needs to improve both energy conservation 
and efficiency. 

Advancements in energy research and development have led to greater availability of technologies 
that either utilise renewable energy sources and produce no greenhouse emissions or are more 
efficient and produce less greenhouse emissions. 

  
  Photo-voltaic cells on the roof of the Craigie Leisure Centre 

 

The City uses a range of renewable energy sources including (photovoltaic cells, solar hot water 
systems and geothermal heating) which produce no greenhouse emissions.  

The City also uses traditional energy sources such as electricity, natural gas, petrol, liquefied 
petroleum gas (LPG) and diesel which produce greenhouse emissions.  

The availability of energy efficient technologies means that the City’s use of energy and production 
of greenhouse gas emissions can be reduced, however in some instances emerging technologies 
are more expensive and may not have been thoroughly tested in the field. As these emerging 
technologies become more widely used and available, they become more cost effective and have 

                                                

 

 
10 Australian Bureau of Statistics (2012) 
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improved reliability, at this time the purchase and use of these technologies becomes a more 
viable option.  

Pressure – Capacity for change 
Whilst there are many technologies available (both renewable energy and energy efficiency 
improvements) for reducing the City’s energy consumption and greenhouse gas emissions these 
technologies can be significantly more costly to implement particularly at a large scale. Retrofitting 
some of these technologies into existing buildings can also be impractical and have logistical and 
technical challenges. 

The City has been undertaking energy reduction and efficiency improvements for some time and 
has made significant progress in reducing corporate energy consumption and greenhouse gas 
emissions. This means that many of the ‘easier’ low-cost energy management options have 
already been implemented. In some instances the City has obtained grant funding to assist with 
implementation of the initiative, such as the installation of Photovoltaic (PV) Systems. 

The City’s capacity to change is limited by both the cost of implementing these technologies and 
the practicality of implementation. For example the replacement of all of the City’s public open 
space lighting would result in a significant reduction in the energy used for lighting. However to 
replace the entirety of the public open space lighting infrastructure at once is cost-prohibitive. 

As such it is important that the City continues to make ongoing changes as opportunities arise. 
This is likely to take the form of incremental change or demonstration projects, as funding becomes 
available, when new infrastructure is being installed or as the technologies become cost effective. 

Where there is limited capacity to change technologies or improve efficiencies the purchase of 
carbon offsets can be considered an effective mitigation strategy. Carbon offsets are credits for 
reductions in greenhouse gas emissions made at another location either through carbon 
sequestration or renewable energy projects. Using offsets does not mean the City is reducing its 
total emissions as those emissions are still being produced; however it does reduce the City’s net 
emissions as it mitigates the effect of the emissions that are unavoidable by reducing emissions 
elsewhere.  

The City currently purchases offsets for 100% of its vehicle fleet emissions and for 75% of the 
electricity consumed at Craigie Leisure Centre and the Joondalup Library, Administration and Civic 
Centre.  

Pressure – Changing Behaviour 
Encouraging positive behaviour change is an important way to influence a reduction in energy use 
and greenhouse gas emissions. The City undertakes a number of behavioural change initiatives 
within the community, however influencing positive change can be challenging.  

In order to facilitate positive behavioural change the City needs to provide appropriate information, 
motivation and opportunities for the community which aim to raise the awareness of energy 
efficiency, renewable energy and climate change. Community awareness initiatives can have 
differing levels of effectiveness and participation rates can vary. Despite these challenges the City 
has had considerable success in recent years with the implementation of its Think Green –Energy 
Program. Continuation of this Program will provide opportunities for greater dissemination of 
information and opportunities for the City to engage with the community on issues relating to 
energy efficiency and climate change mitigation. 
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State of Climate Change Mitigation within the City of 
Joondalup 
State – Corporate Energy Use 
The City has achieved a greater than 20% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions since 2002. 
Through the development of the City’s Climate Change Strategy 2014-2019 a new benchmark year 
of 2012-13 has been established. This will be the baseline for measuring progress made in 
mitigating greenhouse gases and therefore climate change.  

The City’s total annual corporate energy use (not including renewable energy) in 2012/13 was 
101,571GJ. This energy was used across four main sectors: Electricity (Facilities), Electricity 
(Street lights), Natural Gas and Fuel (Fleet). This equated to total GHG emissions of 21,852 t CO2-
e (equivalent) which equates to 133.1 kg CO2-e per capita. 

The City produced 4,147GJ of renewable energy through geothermal heating, photovoltaic cells 
and solar hot water. 

The City also offset in 2012/13 5,333 t CO2-e - nearly a quarter of the City’s emissions. As a result 
the City’s net corporate emissions equates to 16,519 t CO2-e or 100.6 kg CO2-e per capita, as 
shown in Figure 8. 

 

 
Figure 8- Corporate greenhouse gas emissions 
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State – Community Energy Use 
Average residential energy (electricity) use within the City of Joondalup suburbs during 2011 was 
20.2 units (kWh/house/day) this was higher than the Perth Average of 17.04 units 
(kWh/house/day). Residential consumption decreased in 2012 with an average of 17.95 units 
(kWh/house/day) being used, however as shown in Figure 9, for the majority of suburbs 
consumption remained above the Perth Average. The highest consuming suburbs were Iluka, 
Hillarys and Burns Beach, whilst Beldon, Craigie and Heathridge were below the Perth Average of 
15.63 units (kWh/house/day). Awareness of high energy consuming suburbs allows the City to 
target community education programs to encourage energy efficiency and energy conservation 
within these areas. 

 
       Figure 9: Average daily energy consumption by City of Joondalup suburb (2012/13) 

 

     Portable power meters available in City Libraries as part of the Think Green Energy Program 
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Climate Change Mitigation Responses 
The City has been undertaking corporate and community climate change mitigation action for 
many years and recognises the important role that local government has in reducing its energy use 
and greenhouse gas emissions and supporting the community to become more energy efficient. 

In order to address the pressures, improve the state of the City’s climate change mitigation and 
achieve the objectives of the Environment Plan 2014-2019 the following strategic environmental 
initiatives will be undertaken over the life of the Plan.  

 

Response Description Response 
Type 

Threat 
Addressed 

Climate Change 
Strategy 2014 - 
2019 

Implement the Climate Change Strategy to provide 
guidance on the City’s energy and greenhouse gas 
reduction activities over the next five years.  

Plan/ 
Strategy 

All 

Environmentally 
Sustainable 
Design for City 
Buildings Policy 

Continue to implement the Environmentally Sustainable 
Design for City Buildings Policy to facilitate the 
integration of environmentally sustainable design 
principles into the siting, design and construction of new 
City-owned or City-managed buildings, renovation 
projects and retro-fitting.  

Policy All 

Think Green – 
Office Program 

Continue to implement the Think Green – Office 
Program, a cultural change program targeting City staff 
to promote more sustainable behaviours and attitudes 
within their everyday work life.   

Overarching 
Program 

Changing 
Behaviour 

Bike Plan 2009 Continue to implement the Bike Plan to increase cycling 
infrastructure such as pathways, bike parking and 
signage within the City and undertake initiatives to raise 
the awareness of cycling and its benefits within the 
community.  

Undertake a major review of the Bike Plan in 2015-16. 

Plan/ 
Strategy 

All 

Walkability Plan 
2013 - 2018 

Continue to implement the Walkability Plan 2013 – 2018. 
The Plan provides a strategic guide to investing in and 
managing walking and cycling infrastructure to ensure 
usability, appropriate signage and efficient and effective 
linkages. The Plan also identifies opportunities for 
enhanced community education and awareness of 
active recreational opportunities in the region. 

Undertake a major review of the Walkability Plan in 
2017-18. 

Plan/ 
Strategy 

All 
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Response Description Response 
Type 

Threat 
Addressed 

Think Green -
Community 
Energy Program 

Continue to implement the Think Green Energy Program 
to promote energy conservation and climate change 
awareness to the community.  

Overarching 
Program 

Changing 
Behaviour 

Strategic 
Partnerships 

Investigate opportunities to partner with stakeholders, 
industry groups and research institutions to enable the 
City to build capacity and gain information relating to 
best practice approaches to environmental 
management. 

Overarching 
Program 

All 

Integrated 
Transport 
Management 
Plan 

 

Develop and implement an Integrated Transport 
Management Plan to inform future transport planning at 
the City. 

Plan/ 
Strategy 

All 
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Climate Change Mitigation Indicators 
The following indicators will be monitored annually to determine the continued state of the City’s 
energy use and the effectiveness of the City’s responses. 

 

Indicator 1   

Total Corporate energy 
use (GJ/yr) 

Source  

Consumption data provided through 
Planet Footprint Reporting utilising 
electricity and gas billing information. 

Aspirational 
Trend 

 

Decrease 

Reportable 
Period  

  
2014-2019 

Indicator 2 

Net Corporate 
greenhouse gas 
emissions (t CO2-e/yr) 

Source  

Emissions data provided through 
Planet Footprint Reporting utilising 
billing information. 

 

Aspirational 
Trend 

 

Decrease 

Reportable 
Period  

 

2014-2019 

Indicator 3 

Renewable energy 
produced by the City of 
Joondalup (GJ/yr) 

Source  

Data sourced from the Greensense 
monitoring of photovoltaic systems 
installed on City buildings. 

Aspirational 
Trend 

 

Increase 

Reportable 
Period  

 

2014-2019 

Indicator 4 

Average community 
electricity use per suburb  
(GJ household/yr) 

Source  

Data provided annually by utility 
providers (eg- Synergy). 

(Data is only provided on average 
consumption per suburb per 
household) 

Aspirational 
Trend 

 

Decrease 

 

Reportable 
Period  

 

2014-2019 
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 Theme 4 — Waste Management 
Objective 
To minimise waste to landfill through sustainable waste management practices which incorporate 
reduce, re-use, recovery and recycling principles. 

 

Waste generation and the disposal of waste can have serious direct and indirect environmental 
impacts including the production of greenhouse gas emissions associated with the collection, 
transportation and disposal of solid waste and recycling of materials. 
 
As the level of government closest to the community, local government plays an increasingly 
important role in providing information, infrastructure and incentives to encourage behaviour 
change in the community. 
 
The City is responsible for managing waste created by households and provides separate rubbish, 
recycling and verge collection services. The City of Joondalup is a member of the Mindarie 
Regional Council (MRC) which services seven local governments. The MRC operates waste 
processing facilities including the Tamala Park Landfill Facility. Methane gas is extracted from the 
landfill at this facility which is converted into clean, renewable electricity by the MRC's joint venture 
partner, Landfill Gas and Power Pty Ltd. 

 

Waste Management Pressures 
The main pressures that threaten waste management within the City of Joondalup include the 
following: increasing waste generation, recycling behaviour and changing behaviour. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pressure – Increasing Waste Generation 
Increased demand for goods within the community can be linked to an increase in waste 
generation. Increasing consumption per capita places greater pressure on resources, and 

Waste Management  

Increasing waste generation 

Changing behaviour 

Recycling behaviour 
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produces greater levels of waste through production, packaging, and final disposal of goods. 
National waste data for the year 2009/10 shows that Western Australia had the highest rate of 
waste generation in the country at approximately 3.5 tonnes per capita.11

An important waste stream is household hazardous waste which includes commonly used 
household items such as poisons, solvents, pesticides and herbicides, pool and garden chemicals, 
Compact Fluorescent  Lamps (CFLs) and fluorescent tubes, paints, gas bottles and car batteries.  

. The amount of waste 
being generated by the community within the City of Joondalup is also increasing. Between 
2010/11 and 2012/13 the amount of waste collected by the City increased by 5.5%. This is likely to 
be a combination of increasing amounts waste through greater consumption and packaging and 
the reduced lifespan of products such as electrical appliances. 

The responsible management of household hazardous waste is vital as these products have the 
potential to harm people and the environment, and should be separated from the municipal waste 
stream. The safe disposal of household hazardous waste is also important in preserving 
waterways and soil and air quality. 

City of Joondalup residents can dispose of household hazardous waste items at the Mindarie 
Regional Council’s Tamala Park Recycling Centre. 

Pressure – Recycling behaviour 
With growing consumption and population size, the need to recycle products to reduce the use of 
natural resources and greenhouse emissions is an important waste minimisation strategy. 
Furthermore, recycling materials reduces the need to dispose to waste to landfill sites, providing 
greater space for other land uses and our natural ecosystems.  

Waste reduction and recycling have major positive impacts on climate change. Recycling one 
tonne of steel uses only 5% of the energy required to produce a tonne of steel from ‘virgin’ 
material, therefore saving large amounts of carbon dioxide.  

Recycling rates within the City have been steadily increasing since 2010/11; however in order to 
further reduce the amount of waste going to landfill, greater utilisation of the City’s recycling service 
is required. Increasing reuse and recycling within the community requires a commitment from 
residents and for the City to provide adequate services as well as appropriate information to enable 
the community to effectively recycle waste on an ongoing basis. 

 

                                                

 

 
11 Western Australian Waste Authority (2012) 
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Sorted recycling at the City’s Materials Recovery Facility, Wangara 

 

Pressure – Changing behaviour 
In order to successfully implement effective waste management strategies, it is essential for the 
City to liaise with residents and provide information and educational opportunities in efficient waste 
management techniques. 

The dissemination of information regarding the waste management services that the City of 
Joondalup provide as well as the environmental benefits of waste reuse, recovery and recycling 
influences the amount of waste that is diverted from landfill.  

Providing increased community information regarding recycling and opportunities for the 
community to learn about the sustainable use of natural resources will also assist the City in 
reaching the State Government’s Western Australian Waste Strategy target of 50% diversion from 
landfill of material presented for collection in the Metropolitan Region by 30 June 2015. 

 

 
Participant creations from a City of Joondalup Recycled Jewellery-Making Workshop 
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State of Waste Management within the City of Joondalup 
The total waste collected by the City from households has been steadily increasing since 2010/11 
and in 2012/13 was 93,291 tonnes or 0.55 tonnes per capita. See Figure 10. 

 

 
Figure 10- Total Waste and Per Capita Waste from 2010/11 to 2012/13  

 

Over half (57%) of the waste collected by the City from residents is general household waste 
(green lid bin) while recyclables (yellow lid bin) account for 18%. The remaining waste is disposed 
through bulk rubbish collections. 

The City has increased the amount of waste being diverted from landfill over recent years. 
Between 2010/11 and 2012/13, the amount of waste diverted increased by 3.86%, see Figure 11. 

 

 
   Figure 11- Percentage of waste diverted from landfill annually since 2010/11 

2010-11 2011-12 2012-13

Total waste 88,447 91,188 93,291

Per capita waste 0.55 0.56 0.57
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Waste Management Responses 
In order to address the pressures, improve the state of the City’s strategic waste management 
activities and achieve the objectives of the Environment Plan 2014-2019 the following strategic 
environmental initiatives will be undertaken over the life of the Plan.  

 

Response Description Response Type Threat 
Addressed 

Waste Management 
Plan 2014 - 2017 

Develop and implement a Waste Management 
Plan to provide guidance on the City’s waste 
management operations over the next 3 years. 

Undertake a major review of the Waste 
Management Plan in 2016/17 

Plan/ Strategy All 

Waste Management 
Policy review 

Continue to implement and review the City’s 
Waste Management Policy which outlines the key 
components of providing comprehensive waste 
disposal services to the community. 

Policy All 

Think Green - 
Waste Education 
Program 

Develop community waste education initiatives 
under the City’s Think Green Environmental 
Education Program including a range of brochures, 
recycling calendars and website information to 
inform the community of appropriate waste 
management practices. 

Overarching 
Program 

 

All 

Strategic Waste 
Management 

Continue to liaise with key stakeholders including 
the Mindarie Regional Council, the Western 
Australian Waste Authority and the Western 
Australian Local Government Association in order 
to increase access to waste management 
information and funding opportunities. 

Overarching 
Program 

All 
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Waste Management Indicators 
The following indicators will be monitored annually to determine the continued state of the City’s 
waste generation and the effectiveness of the City’s responses. 

Indicator 1   

Total residential waste 
generated (tonnes/yr) 

Source  

Tonnage data provided through 
measurement of individual waste 
streams. 

 

Aspirational 
Trend 

 

Decrease 

Reportable 
Period  

  

2014-2019 

 

Indicator 2 

Residential waste 
generated per capita 
(tonnes/capita/yr) 

Source  

Tonnage data provided through 
measurement of individual waste 
streams. 

Population data provided by i.d 
community profile. 

Aspirational 
Trend 

 

Decrease 

Reportable 
Period  

  

2014-2019 

 

Indicator 3 

Residential waste 
diverted from landfill (%) 
(tonnes/yr) 

 

Source  

Tonnage data provided through 
measurement of individual waste 
streams. 

Population data provided by i.d 
community profile. 

Aspirational 
Trend 

 

Increase 

Reportable 
Period  

  

2014-2019 

 

Indicator 4 

Amount of residential 
waste recycled as a 
percentage of total waste 
generated. (tonnes/yr) 

Source  

Tonnage data provided through 
measurement of individual waste 
streams. 

 

Aspirational 
Trend 

 

Increase 

Reportable 
Period  

  

2014-2019 
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Theme 5 — Community Involvement 

Objective 
To enhance community participation in environmental education initiatives and encourage 
community appreciation and ownership of the natural environment.  

 

Environmental objectives cannot be achieved through the actions of the City alone; the community 
can also affect the local environment in both positive and negative ways. Environmental outcomes 
require the support of an engaged community that has ownership of the natural environment and 
participates in environmental activities. 

The community also provides significant input into the protection and enhancement of the City’s 
natural areas through participation in environmental volunteer groups known as Friends Groups. 
The City of Joondalup also actively encourages public participation within its community to raise 
awareness of key environmental issues within the City. 

The City also aims to develop an appreciation within the community for local environmental assets 
by providing appropriate access to the City’s natural areas. 

 

Pressures on Community involvement 
There are a number of factors that influence the level of involvement in environmental activities 
and awareness of key issues within the Joondalup community. The main pressures that influence 
the level of community involvement within the City of Joondalup include the level of community 
awareness and participation and capacity both in regard to the City and community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pressure – Level of Community awareness and participation 
In order to successfully implement effective environmental management strategies, it is essential 
for the City to engage and liaise with residents to provide information and environmental; education 
opportunities. However creating community ownership of the environment, responsible behaviour 
and encouraging the community to participate in environmental initiatives can be challenging.  

A number of considerations may influence the City’s ability to engage the community in 
environmental initiatives and environmental decision making, these include: 

• Demographic features of the community 
• Community preferences for engagement 

Community involvement 

Level of community awareness and participation 

Capacity (City and Community) 
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• The community’s previous experience with local government programs or initiatives 
• Availability of the community 
• Level of experience or understanding of environmental issues 
• Level of support/assistance provided to the community. 

It is important that the City of Joondalup continues to provide appropriate access to natural areas, 
relevant information, tools and opportunities to enable community participation in environmental 
initiatives and decision making processes. Additionally it is critical that the City continues to support 
existing volunteers and enable new volunteers to become involved in the active management of 
the City’s natural environment. 

 

Pressure – Capacity (City and Community) 

City Capacity 
Providing opportunities for the community to become engaged in environmental management is 
dependent on the availability of resources both financial and human. Local government is often 
reliant on grant funding in order to develop and implement community education initiatives. Access 
to State and Federal grants is competitive and often requires an equal financial contribution from 
the City. The City of Joondalup works in partnership with a number of government agencies and 
not for profit groups in delivering community environmental initiatives. Continued liaison with key 
stakeholders to support the delivery of community environmental education initiatives within the 
City of Joondalup is crucial to improving the community’s awareness of and participation in 
environmental management. 

Community Capacity 
The capacity of local governments to improve environmental outcomes can be built through 
community involvement and the awareness of key environmental issues within the community. 
However effective engagement with residents is dependent on the community’s capacity to be 
involved in environmental initiatives. Capacity may relate to the community’s time, willingness, 
motivation and the perceived level of support. 

It is therefore important that the City provides ongoing support and encouragement for community 
involvement in environmental management. The City of Joondalup actively engages with its 
community and environment groups to provide support and assistance to volunteers working within 
the City’s natural areas. Maintaining this support and addressing barriers to community 
participation is critical to ensuring the community remains engaged in environmental management 
and continues to assist the City in achieving positive environmental outcomes. 
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State of Community involvement within the City of Joondalup 
Despite the challenges associated with the development and delivery of environmental education 
initiatives, the City has been successful in implementing the Think Green Environmental Education 
Program. This ongoing Program aims to raise the awareness of key environmental issues within 
the City with initiatives covering a range of themes including biodiversity, energy, water, waste and 
transport. Projects are implemented throughout the year to a wide range of community members 
including schools, community groups and businesses. The City also partners with key stakeholders 
in the delivery of the Program. 

The City’s Community Consultation and Engagement Policy provides a clear statement of the 
City’s intention to seek community opinion in order to inform decision-making. The Policy seeks to 
ensure that all groups in the community have the opportunity to engage with the City on matters 
that affect them including the City’s strategic environmental management activities such as the 
development of Natural Area Management Plans. 

The School Connections Program is an overarching program which aims to improve 
communication between the City of Joondalup and the schools within its boundaries. School 
Connections includes a range of programs provided by the City including Adopt-a-Coastline, Waste 
Education – Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, Recover and the Capture Nature Photography Competition.  
The City is also currently developing an Adopt-a-Bushland program and Yellagonga Wetland 
School Activity Sheets. 

The City works closely with stakeholders and community groups in managing the local 
environment including 16 Friends Groups who work within the City’s natural areas to conserve and 
enhance the biodiversity of the local natural environment.  

Friends Groups make a valuable contribution towards the conservation of biodiversity for present 
and future generations. The Groups undertake a variety of activities with the City’s natural areas 
and provide a significant number of volunteer hours to the City each year. The City provides 
support to Friends Groups through the provision of training, information and financial assistance. 

 

 
Participants at Clean Up Australia Day event 
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Community Involvement Responses 
 

Response Description Response Type Threat 
Addressed 

Support for Friends 
Groups 

Continue to provide support to the City of 
Joondalup Friends Group through the 
implementation of the City’s Friends Group 
Manual. 

Policy All 

Environmental 
Development 
Community Funding  

Continue to provide funding opportunities to 
schools and community groups through the 
delivery of the City’s Environment Development 
Community Funding Program. 

Overarching 
Program 

 

All 

Think Green 
Environmental 
Education Program 

Continue to implement the Think Green 
Environmental Education Program to raise the 
awareness of environmental issues within the 
community and provide opportunities for the 
community to interact with the local environment. 

Overarching 
Program 

All 

Walkability Plan As part of the implementation of the City’s 
Walkability Plan develop appropriate access to 
natural areas through the installation of trails and 
signage within the City’s bushland, wetland and 
coastal zones. 

Plan/Strategy All 

City of Joondalup 
Community 
Consultation and 
Engagement Policy 

In accordance with the City’s City of Joondalup 
Community Consultation and Engagement Policy 
seek community opinion and provide information 
on the City’s strategic environmental management 
initiatives. 

Policy All 

School Connections 
Program 

Continue to implement the School Connections 
Program to increase communication between the 
City of Joondalup and the schools within its 
boundaries and to connect schools to the City’s 
programs including the Adopt-a-Coastline, Waste 
Education – Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, Recover 
and the Capture Nature Photography Competition.  

Overarching 
Program 

All 
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Community involvement Indicators  
The following indicators will be monitored annually to determine the continued state of community 
involvement in environmental management and the effectiveness of the City’s responses. 

 

Indicator 1   

Waste present in City 
reserves (items/per 
ha/yr) 

 
(The amount of waste 
disposed of in City 
reserves is a measure of 
community ownership of 
natural areas) 

Source  

Data is collected using transects to 
measure waste present within ten of 
the City's reserves. 

Aspirational 
Trend 

 

Decrease 

Reportable 
Period  

  

2014-2019 

 

Indicator 2 

Number of natural area 
Friends Groups 
operating within City of 
Joondalup (number/yr) 

(Includes a list of current 
groups) 

Source  

Number of registered City of 
Joondalup Friends Groups. 

Aspirational 
Trend 

 

Increase 

Reportable 
Period  

  

2014-2019 

 

Indicator 3 

Area managed by City of 
Joondalup Friends 
Groups(ha/yr)  

Source  

Data provided through City of 
Joondalup Friends Groups Annual 
Reports. 

 

Aspirational 
Trend 

 

Increase 

Reportable 
Period  

  

2014-2019 

 

 

Indicator 4 

Community satisfaction 
with City of Joondalup 
environmental 
events/initiatives (%) 

Source  

Data collected through feedback from 
participants regarding individual 
initiatives rated from not satisfied to 
very satisfied. 

 

Aspirational 
Trend 

 

Increase 

Reportable 
Period  

  

2014-2019 

 

Indicator 5 

Community perception 
regarding environmental 
issues and 
environmental 
management within the 
City of Joondalup. 

 

Source  

Data collected through City’s 
Community Perceptions Survey 

 

Aspirational 
Trend 

 

Increase 

Reportable 
Period  

  

2015-2019 

 



 

54 

 

Implementation 
Environment Plan Responses 
The following responses will be implemented over the life of the Environment Plan 2014-2019 in order to improve the state of the City’s local 
environment and to achieve the objectives within the Plan. 

 

Responses Themes Addressed 
 

Overarching 
Program/Plan/Strategy/Policy 

Description Biodiversity 
Management 

Water 
Management 

Climate  
Change 

Mitigation 

Waste 
Management 

Community 
involvement 

Natural Area Management Plans Continue to develop Natural Areas Management 
Plans to improve the strategic management of the 
City’s native vegetation and ecosystems. 

     

Yellagonga Integrated Catchment 
Management Plan 2014 -2018 

Implement the new Yellagonga Catchment 
Management Plan to ensure the long term 
protection of the Yellagonga Wetlands with a focus 
on addressing the current and future impacts of 
climate change. 

     

Coastal Foreshore Natural Areas 
Management Plan 

Implement the City’s Coastal Foreshore Natural 
Areas Management Plan to protect and enhance 
the native vegetation within the City’s coastal 
foreshore areas. 

     

Think Green Environmental 
Education Program  

Through the Think Green Environmental Education 
Program continue to raise the awareness the 
environment within the community.  

    


 

Weed Management Plan 2014-
2019 

Implement the City’s Weed Management Plan to 
provide guidance on weed surveying and 
monitoring, priority weeds species control and 
seasonal weed control measures. 
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Responses Themes Addressed 
 

Overarching 
Program/Plan/Strategy/Policy 

Description Biodiversity 
Management 

Water 
Management 

Climate  
Change 

Mitigation 

Waste 
Management 

Community 
involvement 

Fire Management Plan 2015-2020 Develop and implement an overarching City of 
Joondalup Fire Management Plan to provide a 
coordinated approach to minimising the risk of fire 
within Natural Areas. 

    
 

 

Pathogen Management Plan 
2013-2016 

Implement the City’s Pathogen Management Plan 
to provide guidance on pathogen management, 
control measures, staff training and to inform the 
development of community education strategies 
regarding pathogens. 

Undertake a major review of the Pathogen 
Management Plan in 2015-16. 

     

Schedule 5 of the City’s District 
Planning Scheme 

 

Undertake a review of Schedule 5 of the City’s 
District Planning Scheme in order to determine  
priority reserves for protection, as informed by 
bushland condition assessments. 

    
 

 

Vegetation Retention Policy Develop and implement a City’s Vegetation 
Retention Policy to encourage the retention of 
natural landforms and native vegetation within the 
City of Joondalup 

     

Feral Animal Management 
Program 

Continue to implement management actions to 
address the environmental impacts of domestic and 
pest animals within the City’s natural areas. 

    
 

 

Coastal Adaptation Planning and 
Implementation Project  

Implement the Coastal Adaptation Planning and 
Implementation Project to ensure that the 
outcomes of the City’s Coastal Vulnerability Studies 
are integrated into City policies, planning and 
maintenance schedules and Capital Works 
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Responses Themes Addressed 
 

Overarching 
Program/Plan/Strategy/Policy 

Description Biodiversity 
Management 

Water 
Management 

Climate  
Change 

Mitigation 

Waste 
Management 

Community 
involvement 

Programs where relevant. 

Climate Change Strategy 2014 - 
2019 

Implement the Climate Change Strategy to provide 
guidance the City’s climate change management 
activities over the next five years. It addresses 
climate change mitigation and adaptation and has 
both a corporate and community focus.  

     

Implementation of State Coastal 
Planning Policy 2.6 

Implement the State Coastal Planning Policy 2.6 
when approving developments under the City’s 
Local Planning Scheme. SCPP 2.6 provides 
guidance for decision making within the coastal 
zone including managing development and land 
use change; establishment of foreshore reserves; 
and to protect, conserve and enhance coastal 
values.  

    

 

 

 

 

Strategic Partnerships Investigate opportunities to partner with 
stakeholders, industry groups and research 
institutions to enable the City to build capacity and 
gain information relating to best practice 
approaches to environmental management 

    
 

 

 

City Water Plan 2012 -2015 Implement the City Water Plan to provide a 
coordinated approach to the management of water 
resources within City. 

The City Water Plan identifies the main water 
related issues impacting the City (including climate 
change) and sets objectives for scheme and 
groundwater conservation, water quality and 
quantity improvement.  

Undertake a major review in 2015/2016. 
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Responses Themes Addressed 
 

Overarching 
Program/Plan/Strategy/Policy 

Description Biodiversity 
Management 

Water 
Management 

Climate  
Change 

Mitigation 

Waste 
Management 

Community 
involvement 

Think Green – Green Office 
Program 

Continue to implement the Think Green – Green 
Office Program, a cultural change program 
targeting City staff to promote more sustainable 
behaviours and attitudes within their everyday work 
life.   

     

Stormwater Management Policy Implement and review the Stormwater 
Management Policy to provide guidance on matters 
relating to stormwater planning and maintenance 
including the protection of environmental, social 
and economic values, and the integration of water 
sensitive design principles into planning and 
development within the City.  

 

 

     

Environmentally Sustainable 
Design for City Buildings Policy 

Continue to implement the Environmentally 
Sustainable Design for City Buildings Policy to 
facilitate the integration of environmentally 
sustainable design principles into the siting, design 
and construction of new City-owned or City-
managed buildings, renovation projects and retro-
fitting.  

 

     

Bike Plan 2009 Continue to implement the Bike Plan to increase 
cycling infrastructure such as pathways, bike 
parking and signage within the City and undertake 
initiatives to raise the awareness of cycling and its 
benefits within the community. 
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Responses Themes Addressed 
 

Overarching 
Program/Plan/Strategy/Policy 

Description Biodiversity 
Management 

Water 
Management 

Climate  
Change 

Mitigation 

Waste 
Management 

Community 
involvement 

Undertake a major review of the Bike Plan in 2015-
16. 

Walkability Plan 2013 - 2018 Continue to implement the Walkability Plan 2013 – 
2018. The Plan provides a strategic guide to 
investing in and managing walking and cycling 
infrastructure to ensure usability, appropriate 
signage and efficient and effective linkages. The 
Plan also identifies opportunities for enhanced 
community education and awareness of active 
recreational opportunities in the region. 

Undertake a major review of the Walkability Plan in 
2017-18. 

     

Think Green -Community Energy 
Program 

Continue to implement the Think Green Energy 
Program to promote energy conservation and 
climate change awareness to the community.      

 

 

 
Integrated Transport Management 
Plan 

 

Develop and implement an Integrated Transport 
Management Plan to inform future transport 
planning at the City. 
 
 
 
 

  

   

Waste Management Plan 2014 - 
2017 

Develop and implement a Waste Management Plan 
to provide guidance on the City’s waste 
management operations over the next 3 years. 

Undertake a major review of the Waste 
Management Plan in 2016/17 
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Responses Themes Addressed 
 

Overarching 
Program/Plan/Strategy/Policy 

Description Biodiversity 
Management 

Water 
Management 

Climate  
Change 

Mitigation 

Waste 
Management 

Community 
involvement 

 
Waste Management Policy Continue to implement the City’s Waste 

Management Policy which outlines the key 
components of providing comprehensive waste 
disposal services to the community. 

     

Think Green- Waste Education 
Program 

Develop community waste education initiatives 
under the City’s Think Green Environmental 
Education Program including a range of brochures, 
recycling calendars and website information to 
inform the community of appropriate waste 
management practices. 

     

Strategic Waste Management Continue to liaise with key stakeholders including 
the Mindarie Regional Council, the Western 
Australian Waste Authority and the Western 
Australian Local Government Association in order 
to increase access to waste management 
information and funding opportunities. 

     

Support for Friends Groups Continue to provide support to the City of 
Joondalup Friends Group through the 
implementation of the City’s Friends Group Manual. 

 

 

     

Environmental Development 
Community Funding  

Continue to provide funding opportunities to 
schools and community groups through the delivery 
of the City’s Environment Development Community 
Funding Program. 
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Responses Themes Addressed 
 

Overarching 
Program/Plan/Strategy/Policy 

Description Biodiversity 
Management 

Water 
Management 

Climate  
Change 

Mitigation 

Waste 
Management 

Community 
involvement 

City of Joondalup Community 
Consultation and Engagement 
Policy 

In accordance with the City’s Community 
Consultation and Engagement Policy seek 
community opinion and provide information on the 
City’s strategic environmental management 
initiatives. 

     

School Connections Program Continue to implement the School Connections 
Program to increase communication between the 
City of Joondalup and the schools within its 
boundaries and to connect schools to the City’s 
programs including the Adopt-a-Coastline, Waste 
Education – Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, Recover and 
the Capture Nature Photography Competition. 
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Summary of Environment Plan Indicators 
The following indicators will be reported on an annual basis to monitor the progress of the 
implementation of the Environment Plan 2014-2019. 

 

Biodiversity Management Indicators 

Indicator 1   

 

Annual density of 
environmental weeds 
(%) within City of 
joondalup Natural Areas 

 

Source  

Measured on three transects (a line 
along which environmental data is 
collected). Ten of the City's reserves 
are assessed on an annual basis. 

Aspirational 
Trend 

 

Decrease 

Reportable 
Period  

 2014 -2019 

Indicator 2 

Percentage of natural 
areas protected within 
City reserves (ha) 

Source  

Areas included in the City’s District 
Planning Scheme Schedule 5 and City 
of Joondalup Bush Forever sites. 

 

Aspirational 
Trend 

 

Increase 

Reportable 
Period  

 

2014 -2019 

Indicator 3 

Vegetation Condition of 
City of Joondalup Major 
Conservation Areas. 

(% of area in pristine, 
excellent, very good, 
good, degraded or 
completely degraded 
condition) 

 

Source  

Assessed through floristic surveys 
undertaken within City of Joondalup 
Major Conservation Areas utilising the 
Keighery Scale, a tool used to rate the 
condition of vegetation from pristine to 
completely degraded. 

Aspirational 
Trend 

 

Not Applicable 

Reportable 
Period  

 

2018-19 

 

 

Water Management Indicators 

Indicator 1   

Total Corporate Scheme 
Water Consumption 
(kL/yr) 

 

 

Source  

Consumption data provided through 
Planet Footprint Reporting utilising 
Water Corporation billing information. 

Aspirational 
Trend 

 

Decrease 

Reportable 
Period  

 2014-2019 

Indicator 2 

Corporate Scheme 
Water Consumption per 
capita (kL/yr) 

 

Source  

Consumption data provided through 
Planet Footprint Reporting utilising 
Water Corporation billing information. 
Population data provided by i.d 
community profile. 

Aspirational 
Trend 

 

Decrease 

Reportable 
Period  

 

2014-2019 
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Water Management Indicators 

Indicator 3 

Average Community 
Scheme Water 
Consumption by Suburb 
(kL/household/yr) 

 

Source  

Data provided annually by the Water 
Corporation. 

Aspirational 
Trend 

 

Decrease 

Reportable 
Period  

 

2014-2019 

 

Indicator 4 

Total Corporate 
Groundwater 
Consumption (kL/yr) 

 

(This indicator measures 
water used by the City 
for irrigation purposes 
and does not include 
private groundwater use) 

 

Source  

Data collected through monthly 
monitoring of City groundwater bores. 

Aspirational 
Trend 

 

Decrease 

Reportable 
Period  

 

2014-2019 

 

Climate Change Mitigation Indicators 

Indicator 1   

Total Corporate energy 
use (GJ/yr) 

Source  

Consumption data provided through 
Planet Footprint Reporting utilising 
electricity and gas billing information. 

Aspirational 
Trend 

 

Decrease 

Reportable 
Period  

  

2014-2019 

Indicator 2 

Net Corporate 
greenhouse gas 
emissions (t CO2-e/yr) 

 

Source  

Emissions data provided through 
Planet Footprint Reporting utilising 
billing information. 

Aspirational 
Trend 

 

Decrease 

Reportable 
Period  

 

2014-2019 

Indicator 3 

Renewable energy 
produced by the City of 
Joondalup (GJ/yr) 

 

 

Source  

Data sourced from the Greensense 
monitoring of photovoltaic systems 
installed on City buildings. 

Aspirational 
Trend 

 

Increase 

 

Reportable 
Period  

 

2014-2019 

 

Indicator 4 

Average community 
electricity use per suburb  
(GJ household/yr) 

Source  

Data provided annually by utility 
providers (eg- Synergy). 

(Data is only provided on average 
consumption per suburb per 
household) 

Aspirational 
Trend 

 

Decrease 

 

Reportable 
Period  

 

2014-2019 
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Waste Management Indicators 

Indicator 1   

Total residential waste 
generated (tonnes/yr) 

Source  

Tonnage data provided through 
measurement of individual waste 
streams. 

 

Aspirational 
Trend 

 

Decrease 

Reportable 
Period  

  

2014-2019 

 

Indicator 2 

Residential waste 
generated per capita 
(tonnes/capita/yr) 

Source  

Tonnage data provided through 
measurement of individual waste 
streams. 

Population data provided by i.d 
community profile. 

Aspirational 
Trend 

 

Decrease 

Reportable 
Period  

  

2014-2019 

 

Indicator 3 

Residential waste 
diverted from landfill (%) 
(tonnes/yr) 

 

Source  

 

Tonnage data provided through 
measurement of individual waste 
streams. 

Population data provided by i.d 
community profile. 

Aspirational 
Trend 

 

Increase 

Reportable 
Period  

  

2014-2019 

 

Indicator 4 

Amount of waste 
recycled as a percentage 
of total waste generated. 
(tonnes/yr) 

Source  

 

Tonnage data provided through 
measurement of individual waste 
streams. 

 

Aspirational 
Trend 

 

Increase 

Reportable 
Period  

  

2014-2019 

 

Community Involvement Indicators 

Indicator 1   

Waste present in City 
reserves (items/per 
ha/yr) 

 
(The amount of waste 
disposed of in City 
reserves is a measure of 
community ownership of 
natural areas) 

 

Source  

Data is collected using transects to 
measure waste present within ten of 
the City's reserves. 

Aspirational 
Trend 

 

Decrease 

Reportable 
Period  

  

2014-2019 
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Community Involvement Indicators 

Indicator 2 

Number of natural area 
Friends Groups 
operating within City of 
Joondalup (number/yr) 

Source  

Number of registered City of 
Joondalup Friends Groups. 

Aspirational 
Trend 

 

Increase 

Reportable 
Period  

  

2014-2019 

 

Indicator 3 

Area managed by City of 
Joondalup Friends 
Groups(ha/yr)  

Source  

Data provided through City of 
Joondalup Friends Groups Annual 
Reports. 

 

Aspirational 
Trend 

 

Increase 

Reportable 
Period  

  

2014-2019 

 

 

Indicator 4 

Community satisfaction 
with City of Joondalup 
environmental 
events/initiatives (%) 

Source  

Data collected through feedback from 
participants regarding individual 
initiatives rated from not satisfied to 
very satisfied. 

 

Aspirational 
Trend 

 

Increase 

Reportable 
Period  

  

2014-2019 

 

Indicator 5 

Community perception 
regarding environmental 
issues and 
environmental 
management within the 
City of Joondalup. 

Source  

Data collected through City’s 
Community Perceptions Survey 

 

Aspirational 
Trend 

 

Increase 

Reportable 
Period  

  

2015-2019 
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Appendix 1 
 Federal policies, plans and strategies 
The City of Joondalup Environment Plan 2014–2019 has been developed to align with the Local, 
State and Federal Government planning context.  

 

Federal policies, plans and strategies 

Urban Planning and Sustainability 

Australia to 2050: Future Challenges, the 2010 Intergenerational Report 

Produced by the Federal Treasury and details the challenges facing Australia regarding its ageing 
population and outlines the Federal Government’s proposed agenda in response to these challenges. 

COAG National Objective and Criteria for Future Strategic Planning of Capital Cities 

Following the 2010 Intergenerational Report, the Council of Australian Governments (COAG) agreed to a 
national objective and nine criteria to ensure Australian cities are globally competitive, productive, 
sustainable, liveable, socially inclusive and are well-placed to meet future challenges and growth. 

Our Cities, Our Future: A National Urban Policy for a Productive, Sustainable and Liveable Future 

Developed under the COAG cities reform agenda the Policy establishes a long-term National framework to 
guide policy development and public and private investment in cities and to improve the productivity, 
sustainability and liveability of Australia’s major urban centres. 

Sustainable Australia — Sustainable Communities: A Sustainable Population Strategy for Australia 2011 

Developed by the Federal Department of Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and Communities. 
And supports and complements the National Urban Policy under the COAG reform agenda. Sustainable 
Australia — Sustainable Communities outlines the Federal Government’s framework for a sustainable 
Australia. The Strategy is intended to help to ensure that future population change is compatible with the 
economic, environmental and social wellbeing of the country.  

Biodiversity Conservation 

Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 

The Act provides for the protection of the environment and the conservation of biodiversity, and for related 
purposes. 

 Australia’s Biodiversity Conservation Strategy 2010–2030 

An overarching Strategy from the Department of Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and 
Communities aimed at helping to stop the decline in Australia’s biodiversity. The Strategy identifies 
Priorities for Action which indicates where change is needed in the way Australians view, understand and 
approach biodiversity issues. 

 National Weed Strategy 1997 

Provides a strategic framework for managing weeds at a national level. As part of the implementation of the 
National Weeds Strategy, 32 Weeds of National Significance are identified as nationally agreed priority 
plant species for control and management based on the criteria of invasiveness and impact characteristics, 
potential and current area of spread and economic, environmental and social impacts. 
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Water Management 

The National Water Initiative (NWI) 2004 

A shared government commitment to increase water efficiency for the benefit of the Australian people, 
economy and the environment. The NWI has contributed to the water reform agenda in Western Australia 
through the following: 

• Intergovernmental Agreement on a National Water Initiative - signed by COAG 25 June 2004. 

• Western Australia became a signatory in April 2006. 

• Western Australia NWI Implementation Plan developed in 2007 and includes: 

• Improved water management planning; 

• Review of water access processes; and 

• Legislative water reform. 

Climate Mitigation 

Direct Action Plan 2013 

The Federal Government currently has a target of reducing Australia’s greenhouse emissions by five per 
cent below 2000 levels by 2020. The central element to the Direct Action Plan is an Emissions Reduction 
Fund to source low-cost emissions reductions and provide incentives for emission reduction activities 
across the Australian economy. The Emissions Reduction Fund is currently in development.  

Waste Management 

National Waste Policy 2009 

The National Waste Policy provides an efficient and environmentally responsible approach to waste 
management in Australia. The policy, agreed by all State environment ministers in November 2009, and 
endorsed by the Council of Australian Governments, sets Australia's waste management and resource 
recovery direction to 2020. 
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State policies, plans and strategies 
 

State policies, plans and strategies 

Urban Planning and Sustainability 

Directions 2031 (2010)12

Provides a high level spatial framework and strategic plan that establishes a vision for future growth of the 
metropolitan Perth and Peel region; and guides the detailed planning and delivery of housing, infrastructure 
and services necessary to accommodate a range of growth scenarios. 

 

 

Draft State Planning Strategy 2012 

The Strategy presents a vision for Western Australia to 2050 and beyond based on a framework of planning 
principles, strategic goals and State strategic directions. The Strategy is the Government’s proposed 
response to the opportunities and challenges Western Australia is likely to face in the future. 

Urban Planning and Sustainability 

State Coastal Planning Policy 2.6 

Provides for the long term sustainability of WA’s coast through guiding land use and development decision-
making within the coastal zone including managing development and land use change; establishment of 
coastal foreshore reserves; and to protect, conserve and enhance coastal values. 

Biodiversity Conservation 

Environmental Protection Act 1986 

The Act provides authority to the Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) for the prevention, control and 
abatement of pollution and environmental harm, for the conservation, preservation, protection, 
enhancement and management of the environment in Western Australia. 

Government of Western Australia “Bush Forever” Strategy 2000 

The Strategy identifies regionally significant bushland in the Perth Metropolitan Region to be retained, 
managed and protected forever. 

                                                

 

 
12 Department of Planning (2010) 
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Biodiversity Conservation 

State Planning Policy 2.8 — Bushland Policy for the Perth Metropolitan Region  

Provides a framework to ensure bushland protection and management issues in the Perth Metropolitan 
Region are appropriately addressed and integrated with broader land use planning and decision-making. 
The long-term aim of the Policy is to secure protection of biodiversity and associated environmental values. 
The Policy recognises the protection and management of significant bushland areas as a fundamental 
consideration in the planning process, whilst also seeking to integrate and balance wider environmental, 
social and economic considerations. 

 A 100-year Biodiversity Conservation Strategy for Western Australia: Blueprint to the Bicentenary in 2029 
(draft)) 

Developed in response to the problem of continuing decline in indigenous biodiversity, and outlines 
opportunities to protect and restore biodiversity in the State. Overall, the goal of the Strategy is to recover 
and conserve the State’s biodiversity within 100 years. 

Environmental Weed Strategy for Western Australia 1999 

The Department of Conservation and Land Management (CALM) (now Department of Parks and Wildlife 
(DPaW)) developed an Environmental Weed Strategy for Western Australia (WA) (1999). The Strategy 
prioritises 1,350 weed species using the criteria of invasiveness, distribution and environmental impacts to 
rate weeds as high, moderate, mild or low priority. 

Swan Natural Resource Management Region Environmental Weed Census and Prioritisation 2008 

The Swan Catchment Council (SCC) and the Department of Parks and Wildlife (formerly the Department of 
Environment and Conservation) conducted an environmental weed assessment of over 900 weeds in the 
Swan Natural Resource Management (NRM) Region to identify the most threatening species, in order to 
prioritise works programs and effectively allocate resources. The assessment prioritises weed species 
using ratings of ecological impact, invasiveness, current and potential distribution in the region and 
recognised importance (existing classifications or its recognised weed potential elsewhere) as very high, 
high, medium, low, unknown and further assessment required.  

Adapting to our Changing Climate 2012 

Outlines the key climate change challenges the State will face and provides a strategic approach to address 
them. The Strategy identifies the following areas where adaptation will be needed. 

Water Management 

Draft Perth- Peel Regional Water Plan 2010-203013

Sets the strategic directions for the sustainable management of the region’s water resources to the year 
2030. It provides a blueprint for the next 20 years for the management, conservation and development of 
water resources in the region.  

 

Better Urban Water Management Framework (WAPC) 

Provides guidance on the implementation of State Planning Policy 2.9 — Water Resources. The 
Framework is designed to facilitate better management and use of urban water resources by ensuring an 
appropriate level of consideration is given to the total water cycle at each stage of the planning system. 

                                                

 

 
13 Department of Water (2009) 
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Water Management 

Securing Western Australia’s Water Future – A Position Paper (2013)14

Outlines policies which provide increased certainty to water users including key industry sectors such as 
mining, horticulture and agriculture, and local government, and drives new ways of effectively and efficiently 
managing water resources. 

 

Draft Gnangara Sustainability Strategy(2009)15

A cross-government initiative working on an action plan that will ensure the sustainable use of water for 
drinking and commercial purposes and to protect the environment. 

 

State Water Plan 2007 (Department of Water) 

Provides a framework to plan and manage Western Australia’s water resources. The Plan sets out broad 
strategic directions and policies including an overview of water availability and use in Western Australia, 
current and projected trends in water demand and options available to meet these demands. 

Adapting to our Changing Climate (2012) 

Outlines the key climate change challenges the State will face and provides a strategic approach to address 
them. The Strategy identifies the following areas where adaptation will be needed. 

Climate Mitigation 

Public Transport Plan for Perth in 2031: Mapping out the Future for Perth’s Public Transport Network (draft) 

Currently still in draft form, the Western Australian Department of Transport’s Public Transport Plan for 
Perth in 2031 outlines the State Government’s vision for improved and expanded public transport in Perth. 
The Plan addresses congestion and accessibility issues associated with Perth’s growth to an expected 
population of 2.5 million by 2031. 

Draft WA Bicycle Network Plan 2012 - 202116

Provides a blueprint for metropolitan and regional cycle facilities to encourage and support bicycle trips. It 
identifies appropriate routes and supporting facilities that protect existing routes. 

 

Energy 2031 (2012)17

Outlines a vision and long-term plan for WA’s energy sector, providing industry and the community with 
clarity about the sector’s direction and its context for decision-making. 

 

Waste Management 

Western Australian Waste Strategy: Creating the right environment (2012)18

Sets the long-term strategic directions and priorities for the way in which waste issues are managed in WA. 

 

                                                

 

 
14 Department of Water (2013) 
15 Gnangara Coordinating Committee (2009) 
16 Department of Transport (2012) 
17 Department of Finance – Public Utilities Office (2012) 
18 Waste Authority (2012) 
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Draft Environment Plan 2014-2019 Community Consultation Summary 

Feedback Form 
Question/ 
Section 

ID Comment City Response 

What do you like 
about the Draft 
Environment 
Plan 2014-
2019? 

LC I'm amazed the COJ has addressed so many aspects of 
life in Joondalup.  Excellent plan. 

Comment noted. 

Are there any 
changes / 
improvements 
that you think 
should be made 
to the Draft 
Environment 
Plan 2014-
2019? 

LC Developing land in our north coastal strip with small blocks 
thus not allowing trees/bushes to be planted to help cool 
down the climate. The result is a sea of rooftops. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Black tiled roofs drawing heat need to be disallowed in the 
COJ. 

The City supports the greening of verges by supplying and planting 
trees on residential verges free of charge, at the request of the 
property owner. Residents may apply to have one or more trees 
planted by the City on the verge adjacent to their property. 
 
The City undertakes annual tree planting on the City’s public open 
space, verges and medians. The City has committed through its 
Climate Change Strategy 2014-2019 to continue to plant trees on 
residential verges, City open spaces, parks, verges and medians 
with a minimum of 500 trees being planted in 2014-2015, 
cumulatively increasing by 100 trees per year from 2015-2016 to 
2018-2019. 
 
Requirements for the construction of new homes and major 
renovations are prescribed within the Building Code of Australia 
(BCA). Whilst the City cannot enforce provisions over and above 
the BCA, the City does encourage the integration of 
environmentally sustainable design principles into new and 
redeveloped residential, commercial and mixed-use buildings 
(excluding single and grouped dwellings, internal fit outs and minor 
extensions) in the City of Joondalup through its Environmentally 

ATTACHMENT 2
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Feedback Form 
Question/ 
Section 

ID Comment City Response 

Sustainable Design Policy. 
Do you have 
any other 
comments? 

LC The COJ is doing a great job. Comment noted. 

What do you like 
about the Draft 
Environment 
Plan 2014-
2019? 

MH Thank you for asking me to comment on the draft 
Environment Plan. 
The majority of the plan has been well researched and 
documented. 

Comment noted. 

Are there any 
changes / 
improvements 
that you think 
should be made 
to the Draft 
Environment 
Plan 2014-
2019? 

MH I feel that Theme 5 Community Involvement is narrow and 
unimaginative with regard to who the “Community” is and 
seems to centre on the Friends groups. I am a member of 
a Friends group. 
 
The health of natural bushland can also be measured by 
the amount and type of wildlife present in those lands.  
 
 
 
There should be mention of initiating or increasing 
contact

Malubillai is a group of volunteers who receive injured 
wildlife from the public or local vets. They nurse the wildlife 
in their own homes and rehabilitate it and then release it 
back into the area it was found if possible or to a safer 

 with the groups mentioned below and a sharing of 
expertise and resources with these groups: 

Comment noted. 
 
 
 
 
The City undertakes fauna and flora surveys in major conservation 
areas as part of its Natural Areas Management Plans Program. The 
data from these surveys are then used in the development and 
implementation of its Natural Area Management Plans. 
 
The Draft Environment Plan 2014–2019 includes the overarching 
program Strategic Partnerships under the Biodiversity theme. This 
program involves investigating opportunities to partner with 
stakeholders, industry groups and research institutions to enable 
the City to build capacity and gain information relating to best 
practice approaches to environmental management. 
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Feedback Form 
Question/ 
Section 

ID Comment City Response 

area in natural bushland if needed. They particularly care 
for birds, water fowl, lizards, Kangaroos etc. They are 
registered with DEC. 
Carnaby Cockatoo are a partially government funded 
group that checks on cockatoo breeding grounds and 
requests the help of the community to “count” these 
cockatoo’s in specific areas on specific days to determine 
the increase or decrease in numbers as these birds are an 
endangered species. 
Perth Zoo who have specific breeding programmes of 
native wildlife and they  have conducted wild life release 
programmes in bushland within the City of Joondalup  
Universities have specific schools/departments that could 
conduct research within the bushlands as part of their 
curriculum, particularly encouraging Masters or PhD 
students. The curriculum for students studying for their 
initial degree in specific relevant studies should include 
field trips, weeding or pathogen collection studies etc in 
the City of Joondalup bushlands. The City of Joondalup 
should be encouraging the increase in this type of student 
involvement at university level and encourage student 
involvement in supporting and assisting Friends groups. 
 
School students could be involved in adopting some 
bushland, studying it and encouraged to be a member of a 
Friends group that looks after the part of bushland that the 
school has adopted. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The City’s School Connections program aims to improve 
communication between the City of Joondalup and the schools 
within its boundaries. The City’s School Liaison Officer 
communicates with and provides support to schools, as well as 
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Feedback Form 
Question/ 
Section 

ID Comment City Response 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I would like to see the City of Joondalup reaching out to 
local businesses to ask them to sponsor areas of bushland 
and for their employees to work with the Friends groups on 
the area of bushland that the business has sponsored. 
 

linking them to programs provided by the City. These programs 
include: Adopt-a-Coastline, Waste Education – Reduce, Reuse, 
Recycle, Recover and the Capture Nature Photography 
Competition.  The City is also currently developing an Adopt-a-
Bushland program and Yellagonga Wetland School Activity Sheets. 
Information on the Schools Connections Program has been added 
into the Environment Plan 2014–2019 under the Community 
Involvement theme. 
 
Comment noted. 

Do you have 
any other 
comments? 

MH I like the fact that the report mentions that the “community” 
should feel that they have a sense of ownership and 
decision making

Comment noted. 

 in protecting and improving the state of 
natural bushland but this can only be achieved if the City 
of Joondalup reaches out and actively invites and 
encourages a diverse number of individual people, 
organisations, academic institutions and businesses that 
constitute the broad term of “community”. 

Are there any 
changes / 
improvements 
that you think 
should be made 

JD There are a number of points I would like to make with 
regard to the waste management aspect of the plan; 
 
 
 

The Draft Environment Plan 2014–2019 identifies the development 
of a Waste Management Plan 2014–2017 under the Waste 
Management theme. This proposed Plan will provide more detail 
and guidance on the City’s waste management activities for the 
next 3 years. 
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Feedback Form 
Question/ 
Section 

ID Comment City Response 

to the Draft 
Environment 
Plan 2014-
2019? 

 
Plastic bags Local government is the ideal way to reduce 
the community’s horrendous and excessive use of single 
use plastics. Esperance has been 'Too Fantastic for 
Plastic' for years. Unless you use your chosen position of 
responsibility to act no-one else will move first. Both the 
major supermarket chains are hiding behind the statement 
'We won't move first in case we lose out." With control 
over the Lakeside Shopping Centre, you would be able to 
phase out ALL plastic bags, for all retailers, not just 
supermarkets. If you can't be leaders, then at least follow 
the example given by Target, Bunnings, The Good Guys 
and Office Works. These bags can be seen everywhere in 
our community, right down to the ocean where they persist 
for years doing endless damage to the marine 
environment. 
 
Single Use Plastics 
At Joondalup City Council you have an opportunity to 
greatly reduce peoples use of water bottles by providing 
drinking water fountains in many more places throughout 
the city, eg streets, Lakeside, all public venues, legislating 
all shopping centres and public venues such as sports 
grounds to provide drinking water fountains. 
In the process you would be assisting public health 
campaigns to reduce the consumption of sugary drinks 
that are contributing to the obesity problem. 

 
The City believes that the best approach to dealing with this issue 
is at a State level to enable consistency across Western Australian 
retailers.  The City does encourage residents to use reusable bags 
when shopping through its Think Green Environmental Education 
Program. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The City installs drinking fountains within its public open space 
areas (i.e. parks and playgrounds) and along key walking trails. In 
2013/14 drinking fountains were installed at Sir James McCusker 
Park and Mawson Park. The City also has a Foreshore Path 
Drinking Fountain Program which has an annual budget allocated 
to it within the City’s Capital Works  Program in 2013/14 the City 
completed drinking fountains at Sorrento Foreshore, Key West 
Mullaloo and Ocean Reef Foreshore. The City’s Walkability Plan 
includes recommendations to install drinking fountains along the 
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Feedback Form 
Question/ 
Section 

ID Comment City Response 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Guide to Domestic Waste and Recycling 
I made a phone call to you during 2012 asking if ice-cream 
and margarine containers could be recycled. The answer 
was very clearly YES. All plastic items marked with the 
recycling numbers 1 - 5, could be placed in the bin. 
However even the 2013-2014 guide still does not include 
this information clearly. These are very common items and 
I can only assume that vast quantities of such plastics are 
currently ending up in landfill as a result. 
 
Hazardous Waste 
For many people a journey to Tamala Park is just not 
possible to dispose of batteries, fluorescent lights etc. 
I feel that you could put more effort into the easy access 
for recycling of all these items. I am aware that all disposal 
sites would need to be manned but the future costs of 
dumping such waste is enormous. 
 
 
 
 

Yellagonga Regional Park Key Trails and the Sunset Coast Trail. 
As a local government the City does not have the authority to 
require shopping centres or private land owners to install drinking 
fountains. 
 
 
The Draft Environment Plan 2014–2019 identifies the Think Green 
– Waste Education Program as an overarching program under the 
Waste Management theme. This includes the development of 
community waste education initiatives under the City’s Think Green 
Environmental Education Program including a range of brochures, 
recycling calendars and website information to inform the 
community of appropriate waste management practices. 
 
The Guide to Domestic Waste and Recycling 2014-2015 will 
include text regarding recycling plastic containers. 
 
City residents may dispose of household hazardous waste at the 
Tamala Park Landfill Facility or Balcatta Recycling Centre. Facilities 
that accept household hazardous waste need to be operated in 
accordance with the Department of Environment Regulation’s 
Guidelines for the design and operation of facilities for the 
acceptance and storage of household hazardous waste. Household 
hazardous waste will be addressed in the proposed Waste 
Management Plan 2014-2017. The City also has collection points 
for dry-cell batteries at the City’s libraries and other community 
facilities. 
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Feedback Form 
Question/ 
Section 

ID Comment City Response 

 
Landfill 
As a strategy to deal with waste, landfill is to say the least 
outdated. Pressures of limited space have lead many 
European cities to use their unrecyclable waste to produce 
energy, either in the form of gas or by incinerating it. What 
plans do we have for Joondalup? 
 

 
The City of Joondalup is a member of the Mindarie Regional 
Council (MRC) which operates the Tamala Park Landfill Facility 
and the Resource Recovery Facility, Neerabup. Methane gas 
extracted from the Tamala Park Landfill is converted into clean 
renewable electricity by the MRC’s joint venture partner, Landfill 
Gas and Power Pty Ltd. The Landfill Gas Energy Power Station at 
Tamala Park has been in operation since January 2004, it has a 
current capacity of 5MW and is Western Australia's largest landfill 
and waste-to-energy project. 
 
The Resource Recovery Facility processes 100,000 tonnes per 
year of domestic rubbish, converting it to 40,000 tonnes of 
compost.  The compost is used for rehabilitation on degraded lands 
and for other beneficial land care uses. 

What do you like 
about the Draft 
Environment 
Plan 2014-
2019? 

VH It is very detailed and comprehensive in its aims Comment noted. 
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Question/ 
Section 

ID Comment City Response 

Are there any 
changes / 
improvements 
that you think 
should be made 
to the Draft 
Environment 
Plan 2014-
2019? 

VH It is kept in general terms and does not actually give any 
information on how the COJ intends to put the plan into 
action. 

The initiatives that the City is undertaking to reach the objectives 
within the Draft Environment Plan 2014–2019 are listed in the 
Implementation section on page 54. 

Do you have 
any other 
comments? 

VH These are practical suggestions that the COJ might 
already have considered, however, they are not stated in 
the plan: 
- to maintain biodiversity we must stop culling top 
predators  
 
 
 
 
- All new building approvals must incorporate solar panels 
and rainwater tanks  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
The City’s Feral Animal Management Program targets control of fox 
and rabbit populations within its key conservation areas. The 
presence of feral animals can cause significant impacts on 
ecosystems, flora and fauna. Reducing the presence of feral 
predators such as foxes will improve biodiversity. 
 
Requirements for the construction of new homes and major 
renovations are prescribed within the Building Code of Australia 
(BCA). Whilst the City cannot enforce provisions over and above 
the BCA, the City does encourage the integration of 
environmentally sustainable design principles into new and 
redeveloped residential, commercial and mixed-use buildings 
(excluding single and grouped dwellings, internal fit outs and minor 
extensions) in the City of Joondalup through its Environmentally 
Sustainable Design Policy and land or buildings within the City 
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Section 

ID Comment City Response 

 
 
- encourage householders to install wastewater recycling 
technology  
 
 
 
- a complete ban on felling mature native trees anywhere 
within the COJ 
 
- phasing out of plastic shopping bags within the COJ 
shopping centres  
 
 
 
 
- provide more collection places for e-waste 
 
 
 
- introduce legislation against excessive packaging of 
goods 
 
 
- stop the urban sprawl, build up not out - reduce lot sizes, 
allow more density building 

through its Small Scale Renewable Energy Systems Policy. 
 
In addition the City encourages residents to undertake 
sustainability improvements within their home and gardens and to 
improve the sustainability of their lifestyles through its Think Green 
Environmental Education Program.  
 
Comment noted. 
 
The City believes that the best approach to dealing with this issue 
is at a State level to enable consistency across Western Australian 
retailers.  The City does encourage residents to use reusable bags 
when shopping through its Think Green Environmental Education 
Program. 
 
E-waste can be deposited at the Tamala Park Recycling Facility. 
The City also has collection points for old mobile phones at the 
City’s libraries and other community facilities. The City has 
scheduled four e-waste collection days to be held at Craigie 
Leisure Centre in 2014 - 15. 
 
As a local government the City does not have the authority to 
introduce legislation. This needs to be done at a State Government 
or Federal Government level. 
 
The City’s Local Planning Strategy outlines the vision and strategic 
planning direction for the City over the next 15 to 20 years. The 
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Section 

ID Comment City Response 

City’s District Planning Scheme is the document that controls 
exactly how land may be used in the City of Joondalup. The City is 
currently finalising its Local Planning Strategy and undertaking a 
review of the District Planning Scheme No.2 with a view of 
developing a new Local Planning Scheme. 

What do you like 
about the Draft 
Environment 
Plan 2014-
2019? 

MA 1) I am glad that the City of Joondalup recognizes the 
regional significance of many of the bushland areas it 
manages. I am glad that it plans to protect areas of native 
vegetation through the use of planning mechanisms in the 
future, as well as on ground management (p.20). This is a 
very worthy aspirational goal. 
  
2) I am glad that the City plans to implement a “Vegetation 
Retention Policy” to “encourage the retention of natural 
landforms and native vegetation within the City of 
Joondalup”. I would really like it if the City were to actually 
implement this policy in practice, and would stop applying 
for permission to clear native vegetation.  
 
3) I am glad to see that the City hopes to decrease its 
water consumption. It would be nice if my local park were 
not so heavily watered that it is permanently soggy.  
 
 
 
 
 

Comment noted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Comment noted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The City Water Plan 2012 – 2015 provides a coordinated approach 
for the City to sustainably manage water resources within City 
operations and the community. The City has programs in place to 
manage park irrigation including a Dry Parks Program which 
identifies 130 ‘dry parks’ that are not reticulated and a Park 
Redevelopment Program which includes hydrozoning and 
ecozoning of parks. 
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Section 
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4) I am glad to see that the City plans to implement a Feral 
Animal Management Program. It will be so wonderful to 
have the rangers provided with equipment to catch feral 
cats, instead of spending their days sitting quietly 
observing these cats in our coastal parks.  
 
5) I am so glad that the City will be implementing its 
Pathogen Management Plan on the numerous City of 
Joondalup vehicles that drive through its parks, reserves 
and foreshores every day with soil attached to their tires. I 
look forward to seeing the wash-down stations installed at 
every entrance to the City’s reserves.  
 
6) Under Theme 5 – Community Involvement, I applaud 
the objective of community appreciation and ownership of 
the natural environment. I applaud that the City says it 
realizes that it needs to support existing volunteers and 
enable new volunteers to become involved in the active 
management of the City’s natural environment. I am glad 
to see the statement (p.50) that “Capacity may relate to 
the community’s time, willingness, motivation and the 
perceived level of support”. 

Comment noted. 
 
 
 
 
 
Comment noted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Comment noted. 

Are there any 
changes / 
improvements 
that you think 
should be made 

MA 1) I am sad that the City of Joondalup has been removing 
significant areas of bushland from its conservation listings. 
I am sad that it has removed its #1 site in its Perth 
Biodiversity Project rankings list of 2004, and that it plans 
to clear 19.7 ha of that site, in spite of the site being rated 

Comment noted. 
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ID Comment City Response 

to the Draft 
Environment 
Plan 2014-
2019? 

as the highest conservation value site in the City of 
Joondalup.  
 
2) I am sad that it has used planning mechanisms to 
obtain back-door government approval via MRS 
amendments to obtain permission to clear part of its 
highest value conservation area of bushland. This is not in 
accord with the goals as announced in the Draft 
Environment Plan, 2014-19.  
 
3) I am sad to see that the City of Joondalup is planning to 
ignore State Coastal Planning Policy 2.6 on coastal 
foreshore development and their assessment of coastal 
vulnerability and of coastal setbacks to development. 
Perhaps the City has more expert coastal planners than 
the State government.  
 
 
 
 
4) I am sad that the City does not recognize that the main 
threat to environmental sustainability and the 
“conservation, preservation, protection, enhancement and 
management of the environment” is the City’s activities in 
destroying vegetation and planning extensive clearing of 
bushland.  
 

 
 
 
Comment noted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Council has recently endorsed the City’s new Climate Change 
Strategy 2014–2019. This Strategy includes the project 
Implementation of State Coastal Planning Policy 2.6 which 
identifies that the City will make planning decisions in accordance 
with the new State Coastal Planning Policy 2.6. The City has also 
undertaken Coastal Vulnerability Assessments along the entire 
coastline and will be developing a Coastal Adaptation Plan outlining 
activities to be implemented along the City’s coastal zone to adapt 
to the future impacts of climate change. 
 
Responses the City will take to protect the City’s bushland are 
identified in the Draft Environment Plan 2014–2019 under the 
Biodiversity Management Responses section p.24. 
 
 
 
 



        

13 

 

Feedback Form 
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5) I am sad that the City thinks that Plans written for the 
“strategic management of the City’s native vegetation and 
ecosystems” are more important than on-ground work to 
control weeds. I do not think that weeds are influenced by 
strategic management plans.  
 
6) In reference to Theme 5 – Community Involvement, I 
am extremely sad that the City (particularly staff in 
Strategic and Organisational Development) refuse to share 
with existing community groups the information on weed 
mapping obtained by the City when they hire consultants. 
These reports were paid for with ratepayers’ money, and it 
is appropriate that they be shared with community groups 
involved in weeding in their local bushland. I am sad to 
hear that many existing leaders of environmental 
community groups are becoming discouraged by the City’s 
lack of transparency and accountability in sharing 
information, and I am sad to hear that City staff have been 
totally refusing to share that information.  
 
7) I am sad to see the condescension with which the City 
refers to the level of knowledge and skills in the community 
(p.50). Rather than complain about a lack of funding for 
“education initiatives”, the City may wish to acknowledge 
that it does not have the skill-set to provide educational 
training of suitable botanical and zoological standard for 
the many knowledgeable university and college graduates 

The City’s strategic management plans are developed to provide a 
coordinated and best practice approach to the City’s on-ground 
activities. 
 
 
 
The City recently released a copy of the Hepburn Heights Flora, 
Fauna and Fungi Survey to Friends of Hepburn and Pinnaroo 
Bushland for use in a grant application. This Survey included weed 
mapping. The City also released the Survey weed mapping data to 
the Department of Parks and Wildlife for their weed mapping 
project with the Friends of Hepburn and Pinnaroo Bushland.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Draft Environment Plan 2014–2019 identifies the community’s 
‘level of experience and understanding’ as one of six factors that 
may impact on the City’s ability to engage with the community on 
environmental initiatives and decision-making. This is not directed 
at Friends Group members or their knowledge of bushland 
management. The City engages with a broad spectrum of the 
community who have different levels of knowledge about the 
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Question/ 
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ID Comment City Response 

who make up the majority of people involved in volunteer 
Friends Groups. Indeed, it could learn much from 
members of those groups about individual bushland 
reserves. I am sad that the plan does not acknowledge 
this, but seems to see the City as the fount of all 
knowledge. 
 
 
8) In relation to the statement about the community’s 
“perceived level of support” (p50) from the City, this I 
believe is a very important factor in motivating people, and 
I am sad to see that that importance is not reflected by the 
City in this Plan. As the City is the land manager, the 
perceived level of support is very much up to the City’s 
staff to provide, or not, as they please. If the City is seen to 
be spraying herbicide when asked not to do so because 
volunteers are hand weeding an area of bushland, it is 
perceived as a total lack of support by the volunteers. It 
demoralizes and discourages them, and they feel both that 
their health is threatened and that their efforts are not 
appreciated by the City. I am sad that the City does not 
make any reference in the plan to co-operation with 
volunteers. The only words used are “support and 
encouragement” (the top-down, condescension model of 
management) but no mention of co-operation or mutual 
agreement with volunteers on matters involving on-ground 
work. 

environment. It refers to a range of environmental issues that the 
City engages with the community on including: renewable energy 
sources, sustainable building design, water conservation, 
sustainable gardening, bushland threats etc. The Environment Plan 
recognises that ‘Friends Groups make a valuable contribution 
towards the conservation of biodiversity for present and future 
generations’. 
 
Comment noted. 
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Do you have 
any other 
comments? 

MA Like most of the City’s previous Plans, this one will gather 
dust on the shelves as expensive paper documents, 
unless the City and its staff are prepared to actually 
implement the goals in practice. That would require the 
authors of this Plan to get out and visit the areas they are 
writing about, and consult with Friends Groups and 
concerned local residents to draw up real-world, practical 
solutions and implement them. Implementing real plans to 
help the environment requires hard work and a change in 
attitude. 

Comment noted. 
 
The City provides regular progress reports to Council for all major 
plans detailing projects and activities undertaken. 

What do you like 
about the Draft 
Environment 
Plan 2014-
2019? 

DB That it is the top level plan to which the various 
management plans report. It provides a context for the 
other plans. 
 
The pressure-state-response model is a rational approach. 

Comment noted. 
 
 
 
Comment noted. 
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Feedback Form 
Question/ 
Section 

ID Comment City Response 

Are there any 
changes / 
improvements 
that you think 
should be made 
to the Draft 
Environment 
Plan 2014-
2019? 

DB "Aspirational Trends" could be more specific than 
generally "Increase" or "Decrease". Will rectification action 
be taken if for example in reference to "Biodiversity 
Management Indicators" Indicator 1 "Annual Density of 
Environmental Weeds" when measured in 2015 is higher 
than in 2014, i.e. an increase rather than the required 
decrease. Similarly for other indicators. I would expect 
corrective action to be taken during the period 2014-19 on 
an annual basis rather than waiting for the end of that 
period to determine trends and corrective action. 

The Indicators identified in the Draft Environment Plan 2014–2019 
will be reported on annually to monitor the implementation progress 
of the Environment Plan. If these aspirational trends are not being 
met then the reasons would be identified and the need for any 
corrective action will be determined. These Indicators are meant to 
provide a general trend of progress. Specific measurable targets for 
some of these indicators can be found in the relevant issue-specific 
Plan or Strategy i.e. Climate Change Strategy 2014–2019 and City 
Water Plan 2012–2015. 

Do you have 
any other 
comments? 

DB 1. In the “Pressure – Fragmentation and Degradation” no 
reference is made to remnant bushland blocks owned by 
the City of Joondalup. A goal should be to ensure that 
such blocks are retained and incorporated into existing 
Reserves and parks and not sold for development where 
they would be cleared by a new owner. The selling of such 
blocks is effectively being a party to the destruction by 
clearing of the vegetation on them, worsening the 
“Fragmentation and Degradation” pressure. 
 
2.The Lilburne Park Management Plan Section 2.1.4 
stated as below: 
“The City of Joondalup portion of the pre-European extent 
of Cottesloe Complex – Central and South in Perth and 
Peel was 9% (3,966 ha). Approximately 35% (15,251 ha) 
of this vegetation complex currently remains in Perth and 

Responses the City will take to protect the City’s bushland are 
identified in the Draft Environment Plan 2014–2019 under the 
Biodiversity Management Responses section p.24. This includes 
undertaking a review of the District Planning Scheme Schedule 5 in 
order to identify possible additional priority reserves for protection, 
as determined by bushland condition assessments. 
 
 
 
 
The State Government target under Bush Forever aims to protect 
at least 10% of each vegetation complex in the Perth Metropolitan 
Region. Approximately 35% of the Cottesloe Complex – Central 
and South currently remains in Perth and Peel. The City of 
Joondalup contains just under 9% of the Cottesloe Complex – 
Central and South, with the remaining 26% distributed in the Perth 
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Feedback Form 
Question/ 
Section 

ID Comment City Response 

Peel. 
 
The City of Joondalup proportion of the current extent of 
Cottesloe complex – Central and South in Perth and Peel 
is 2% (345 ha), while the City of Joondalup level of 
retention of pre-European Cottesloe complex Central and 
South is just under 9%. 
 
The State Government has established targets under Bush 
Forever which aim to protect at least 10% of each 
vegetation complex in the Perth Metropolitan Region to 
achieve a comprehensive representation of all the 
ecological communities originally occurring in the region.” 
 
How will the Environment Plan address the deficiency in 
retention of pre-European Cottesloe complex Central and 
South? It should be at least 10% but is under 9%. Future 
losses of this complex should be prevented and a strategy 
and plans to increase it to over 10% should be developed. 
 
How will deficiencies in the other vegetation complexes 
Herdsman, Karrakatta and Quindalup be rectified? 
 
3. While funding is mentioned the funding priority to 
execute the Environment Plan has not been addressed. It 
is expected that for the Environment, which is so important 
to the City of Joondalup, that funding should be given as 

and Peel region.  
 
The Draft Environment Plan 2014–2019 recommends the 
development and implementation of a Vegetation Retention Policy 
to encourage the retention of natural landforms and native 
vegetation within the City of Joondalup. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Implementation of the Draft Environment Plan 2014–2019 has 
financial implications for the City.  Funds to implement projects 
within the plan will be subject to the City’s annual budget approval 
process. Projects identified as existing within the plan are approved 
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Question/ 
Section 

ID Comment City Response 

required. What relative priority will the necessary 
Environment funding have? 

within existing service levels and have budgets allocated within 
existing operating or capital works budgets.  

A number of new projects within the Draft Environment Plan 2014–
2019 have no additional requirements beyond existing staff 
resources. New projects with budget requirements will be subject to 
detailed costing and the City’s budget approval process prior to 
implementation. 

No. of community members or stakeholders who provided feedback on the Draft Environment Plan 2014-2019: 6 

Requests for feedback were sent to 22 stakeholders. 
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