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Photograph: 2000 - unplanned bushfire event within Central Park, Joondalup



BACKGROUND

Photograph: Sorrento Beach
INTRODUCTION
Photograph: 2016 - Grassbird Avenue, Joondalup: Post unplanned 

bushfire event opposite Yellagonga Regional Park



BUSHFIRE RISK MANAGEMENT

Á Bushfire risk management is a key 

responsibility for local government, 

including meeting legislative 

obligations under the Bush Fires Act 

1954 and Emergency Management 

Act 2005.

Á In April 2019 Council noted the 

establishment of the Cityôs Hazard 

Reduction Grass Tree Burning 

Program.

Á The City has been improving its 

knowledge and prioritised approach 

to be taken in regard to bushfire 

mitigation to reduce the overall risk 

of bushfire.Photograph: 2011 - unplanned bushfire event 

within Central Park, Joondalup



OBJECTIVES

Á Protecting life, critical infrastructure, property 

and assets from unplanned bushfire events.

Á Protecting the landscape, ecological and 

amenity values of the bushland.

Á Protecting the bushlandôs flora and fauna 

diversity.

Á Using a coordinated and prioritised 

approach to reduce bushfire risk.

Á Fulfilling obligations under fire related 

legislation and undertake best-practice fire 

management.

Á Increasing community bushfire education 

and awareness.
Photograph: 2016 - unplanned bushfire event 

within Yellagonga Regional Park, Joondalup



HIGH INTENSITY BUSHFIRE 

EVENTS

Bushfire Risk Management, including 

managing heavy fuel loads, will assist in 

reducing the risk and intensity of an 

unplanned high intensity bushfire event, 

which is likely to cause:

Á Severe impact on the health and 

biodiversity of the bushland.

Á Significant damage to native flora and 

fauna.

Á Destruction of habitat and 

conservation values over large areas.

Á Extreme difficulty in suppressing, 

fighting and controlling the fire.Photograph: 2019 - unplanned bushfire event 

within Yellagonga Regional Park, Joondalup



FIREFIGHTER SAFETY

Hazard reduction burns are essential for 

firefighter safety. Unmanaged heavy fuel 

loads:

Á Increase the likelihood of firefighter 

injury and/or death.

Á May mean firefighters are not able to 

directly combat a fire but may let it 

burn to the firebreaks or use fire as a 

firefighting tactic.

Á Have contributed to burn-over of 

firefighting appliances and potential 

increased loss of houses.

Photograph by DFES operational photographer and 

firefighter: 2015 - unplanned Northcliffe bushfire event



BUSHFIRE MITIGATION 

ACTIONS ïCity of Joondalup

Á Weed control (mechanical and 

chemical)

Á Firebreak and fire access way 

installation and maintenance

Á Manual fuel load reduction

Á Controlled access to sites

Á Community education and awareness

Á Firebreak inspections and fuel 

assessments.

NEW: Hazard reduction Grass Tree 

burning.
Photograph: 2019 - firebreak improvement works 

adjacent to homes at Craigie Open Space, Craigie
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Photograph: Sorrento Beach
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Photograph: 2016 - Warwick Open Space bushland, Warwick


